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THE RIGHT 
REVEREND 


- TJounKuinc, Lord Bilbop 
of Lo NDO. 
Right Reverend and Honourable : 
3 Sermons bein 
thought a ſe- 


IIe = of the 

# Preſſe, I make 
Joo bold to preſent 
to your Lordſhip. They were both 
Preached in your charges; the 
one in that eminent place where 
your Lordſhip. hath Epiſcopall iu: 
rildiction; the other in that famous 
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The Bpiitle Dedicatorie. 
Vniuerſitie, here then you were a 
worthy Gouernour, The one hath 
paſſed hitherto vnder your patro- 
nage; and the other, being an Or- 
phan, de ſires it. It obtained ac- 
ceptance with that Noble Lord, ho 
loued your Lordſhip dearely, and 
to whom my ſelfe was exceedingly 
bound. In regard whereof, I hope 
it ſhall finde the more fauourable 
entertainment at your Lordſhips 
hands. The God of heauen, who 
bath honoured you with many gra- 
cious endo ymeuts and made you an 
excellent ornament of our ch 

continue his fauours, and enlarge 
bleſſings to you, for the Churches 
ood, and your owne eternall com- 
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To the Reader. 

r farcth with me 
F (Chriſtian Reader) 
45 with theſe Phyſi- 
tian, who haut 
employed their ſtu- 
+ for the health * 
their Palients, doc 
e their experments 
| for the good of others. For having, at 
the requeſt of certaine friends prepared 
theſe imgrediences,and found them com- 
fortable to their tender ſoules, 1 haue 
beene moued to publiſh the ſame, both 
for the farther comfort of them, and be- 
| mefit of others. And the rather haue 1 
| beene herennto induced, becauſe (towſe 
the Phyſitians words) here is a dange- 


rous experiment, and difficult iudge- 
G 3 ment. 
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To the Reader. 


ment, the diſcaſe being the moſt dange- 
rous dud deadly 14 —— incident to 
am mortal creature, and the pl ſicte for 
cure deſcription or preuentiam very rare 
to be had in our vulgar tongue; None to 
my knowledge haning of purpoſe hand- 
led it, thongb 7 haue knowne ſome di- 
frreſſed ſoules, haue greatly needed it, 
and many very Chriftianly affected 
lune mach defired it. Aud ſo commen- | 
ding theſe my Meditations ts thy caurte- 
eus acceptance, and my ſelſe to thy Cbri. 
ſlias prayers , I commend thee to the 
grace of Godin Chriſt Ieſus. 


Thine in the Lord 


I. D. 


V Vherein = Sins 


| againſt the Holy-GrosT 
is plainely deſcribed, 


1 HEB, * 26. 27. 
For if we willingly after we haue 
ee de, the truth, 
there remaines no more ſacrifice for 
finnes, but a feerefel looking for of 
iudgement, and violent fire which 
25 _ the aduer ſaries. 


ö the partof 
every Chriſti. 


an at his ente- 


rm 


A rance into the 
Sh profeflion of 
Chriſtianitie, 
(Right Ho- 
norable, right 
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Worthipfull, - welbeloued in | 
| Chriſt * 
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The Sinne againſt the oy Ghoſt. = 


| Chriſt Ieſus) to conſider our Saui- 
ours Caueat to the Diſciples, He that 
indureth to the end ſhall be * ſaned. To 
what purpoſe is it that the Sea-fa- 
ring man lailes proſperouſly, ariues - 
fately, and obtaines a rich prize, if 
he ſinke or ſuffer ſhipwracke in his 
returne? This life is a ſea · faring life; 
to what purpoſe is it that a Chriſti- 

an be farely.imbarked for heauen, if 
afterward he ſuffer. ſhipwracke of 
his holy Faith? What auaileth ic the 
Warriourto march hotly with Jebs, 
fight manfully with 7onathan, if hee 
turne his backe with Ephraim before 
the end ofthe battaile? This life is 
a warfare, what can it auaile vs to 
incounter Sathan, if we ſuffer him to 
foile and conquer vs? For he onely 
that fights the good fight, finiſheth bis 
courſe, and keepes the faith. can expet# 
the crowne of b righteounſne(ſe. 

This is the thing whereof Saint 
aul doth in this place admoniſh the 
Hebrewes, namely, that they forſake 

| | not 
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| The Sinne aguinſt the holy Ghoſt, 1 
not the fellowſhip they haue among 
2 Whzrein that he may cverſ 25. 
the better preuaile, he inſerreth theſe | 
words of my Textas a pithy reaſon, 
and powerfull ingredience, to make 
the medicine of his admonition to 
worke the more effectually. If the 
Souldier ſhall flie forth of the ßeld, 
reuolt from his Captaine, forſake 
his colours, runne from his compa- 
ny, and turne to the enemie, he diſ- 
graceth his militarie profeſſion, diſ- 
ableth himſelfe for the trophies of 
honour, and meriteth condigne pu- 
niſhment. Behold, we are the Lords 
Souldiers,.the Church is our field, | 
Chriſt Ieſus our Captaine, the word 8 
and Sacraments our colours, the c 
communion of Saints our compa- 
ny; he that (hall flie forth of this | 
feld. reuolt from this Captaine,for« | 
lake theſe colours, runne from this | 
| 


— 


company, and be found fighting 
vnder Sathans conduct, diſnonour- 
eth his Chriſtian profeſhon, depri- | 

ueth | 


. — 
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ueth himſelfe of the crowne of glo- 
7, and incurreth the danger of 
Zods heauy indgement. For if we 
finne willingh, after we haue receiued 
2 the truth. That is, if | 
we haue giuen our names to Chriſt, 
ſerued in his campe, taken pay in his 
wartes, and yet play the carnall A- 
42 Tinas. poſtataes with 4 Demas, the hereti- 
e, | call with * Hymeneus and Philerus, 
tte ſcornefull with © 1uhes the Em- 
t 3 Tim,4. 14. perour, the ſpightfull with s Alexan- 
der the Copper · mith, there remains 
ſmall hope of receiving comfort by 
Chriſts eternall ſacrifice, but rather 
.— | extreameterrour in the expectation 
l | of his dreadful] ſentence; ſmall pro- 
| "* | bability of being cleanſed in his pre- 
cious blood, but rather a ſore poſſi- 
bility of being deuoured by a violent 
| fire: Peccats ſunt anime vulnera, (ins 
F - | are the ſoules wounds, according to 
| 


— 
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the lacred Scriptures, and the anci- 
ent Fathers phraſe of ſpeech. And as 
the wounds of the body doe differ, 
ſome being dangerous, ſome more 
morrall, | 


+. ard... at. Be tn 
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| The Sinue againſt the boly oben. 101 


mortall, ſome altogether incurable z 
ſo fares it with the wounds of the 
| ſoule, ſome are cured more eaſily, 
| as the Maid was raiſed from death 
| by Chriſt, Mark.g. Some with leſſe 
| facilicie, like the Widdowes Sonne, 
Lal. 7. Some yet with greater difii- 
cultie, like Laxarus, lahm I 1. The cure 
will coſt many a groane, and many 
a ſigh: ſome are altogether vncura- 
ble, the ſinne cleauing to the ſinner, 
like the Leproſie of Gehazs forbeuer. 1 Kia. 5.27. 
Loe ſuch a wound and ſuch a ſinne 
we haue in hand at this preſent, euen 
the ſinne 1 the holy Ghoſt. For 
the ſubiect of this Scripture is a a 
| deadly wound, euen a wound, and Oy 
death ; a wound going before, and = 
death following after ir. | 

The wound is expreſſed in theſe 
words, For if we ſinne willingly, «f- 
| ter we haue receined the knowledge of | 
the truth. 

The death and danger in theſe 
words, There remaines no more ſaeN- | 


fice for ſiune, but a fearefull looking 7 
| 0 
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| #f indoememt, and a violent fire which 
l deuaure the 4ducr ſaries. 

Behold, here is the moſt hainous 
ſinne of all finnes,and the moſt grie- 


here is a fearefull tranſgreſhon, and 
a dolefull affliction, in the one be- 
hold the tower of Babel, in the other 
the valley of Benhinnom, in the one 
the extreameſt degree of iniquitie, in 
the other the vttermoſt meaſure of 
miſerie; in the one a ſinners execra- 
ble condition in this life, in the other 
his lamentable confuſion in the life 
to come- But now I purpoſe God 
willing onely to ſpeak of the wound; 
In the handling whereof, I intend to 
take theſe courſes, ä 
1. Iwill open it. 
2. I will ſearch it. 
3. Iwill binde it vp againe by 
Application. 
In the opening of the wound, I 
de it in the generall to bean Apo- 
aſie from the Goſpeil. For it is a for- 


| [aking the communion we haue among 


vous iudgement of all iudgements, 


our | 
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* | ur ſelwes.So ſaith the Apoſtle, ver. 2j. 
And in the particular view thereof, 
I note foure bad humours which 
| feede it ; for mali humores ſunt praui 


mores, as Bernard h ſaith, 


he firſtis an aduiſed ſin- 


fulneſſe, After we haue re- 


ceiued the knowledge of the 

Perſ.2 | truth. 
The ſecond, a reſolute wil- 
fulnefle, / we ſinne wil- 


be third is obſtinate ma- 
lie, Far here « an 4duer« 
ſary that deſpights the ſpi- 
rit of grace. 
The fourth is a generall 
corruption of Religion, 
For it is 4 treadi 
aas foote the Sanne of God and 
counting the blood of the 
Teſtament 4s an #800 
thing: and both the 
| points are expreſſed in 
«| 1 the 29. Ver ſe. 
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The Sinn dgdinft the holy Ghoſh 


So chat in a word 1 finde,andcon= 
1 quently doe define this ſinne to be 


Wirring. 
Willing, a 
Ad — Apoſtaſie. 
Totall, 
Firff, for the matter of this finne. 
It is an Apoſtaſie, eicher trom the 
ublike profeſſion, or priuate ac 


wiedgement of the Goſpell. 


For the manner of it. 

It muſt be witting, and not of ig- 
norance. 
It muſt be willing. and not of co- 
action. | 

It muſt be malicious, and not of 
infirmitie. 

It will be totall, and not ſome par- 
ticular impietie. f 

In the handling of which points, 


words, Excutite pigritium. non eff res 
lenis quam audituri eſſis, rouſe vp your 


ſpirits and raiſe vp your attention, 
the 


| 
| 


let mee ſay to you in i Chry/oftomes || 


ö a 
: | 
: 


| (mall moment. 


| 


"The Ylwe ate the boy Ghoft. | 


the matter you are to heare is of no 
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The firſt part: 1 7 
The opening of the Mo vn Db. 
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V Hen almightie God had 
laid the foundation of | 
the world, his firſt worke was frat 
lux, let there be light , and this light 
being diſperſed and confuſed, he af. 
terwards placed in the Globe of rhe 
Sunne, which he made vehiculum ia. wuconde- 
n: So in the creation of man, 3 
modell of that greater world, hee 
placed the light of vnderſtandin 
in the firmament of his Soule, te 
guide him in the way of holineſſe, 
and to bring him to the place of & 
| ternal! happineſſe. But Sathan, "=o 
whoſe kingdome is the kingdome of | [ 


=» 


i. Ah. 4 


1 i 


darke- | 


Pn... 3 
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E aa | The Sinne againſt the holy Gboſs, 1 
. darkeneſſe, in enuie towards man, 
and malice to God, obſcured that 
light. with the clowdes of errour, | 
that ſo hee might lead wretched ſigs 
ners blinde-fold ro hell, like the Sy- 
Reg. c. 10. iam into the midſt of k Samar. 
Vet God in mercy, beholding this 
miſerie into which man was caſt, ga- 
thering together (as it were) the ſcat- 
tered beames of knowledge, doth 

by the ſpiric of illumination vnite 
them in the Globe of the vnderſtan - 
ding. and where hee affords this fa- | 
your, the abuſe thereof is very 
% rous. This is that knowledge 


the truth, which is here ſpoken 
of, for it is cognitio accepta, nom acſui · 
— fus, knowledge receiued from the il» 
I luminating ſpirit of God, not acqui- 
red or obtained by the light or in- 
duſtry of nature. They who offend 
in chis kinde, myſt be ſuch, as Saint 
Paul ſpeakes of, you were once darkes 
nes, but now gos are light in the i Tard 
So that Turkes and infidels,' who 
| neuer 
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| The Sinneagtinf the holy Glu 
neuer yet receiued the knowledge of | 
the truth, cannot commit this ſinne. 
Neither is this to be taken for ſome 
ficiall conceite, ſwimming in | 


ſuper 
the braine onely ; but ſuch a know- 
ledge, as taking ſome place inthe 
heart, hath affected the ſame with a 
certaine comfort and delight there- 
in, and bringeth with it a glimpſe of 
that glory, which is reuealed in that 
truth, and ſhall be receiued in the 


| kingdome of heaven. And therefore 
the Apoſtle attributes to thoſe v ho 


commic this ſinne, not onely that 
they be lightned, but that they haue 
taſted of the heavenly gift , and beene 
made pertakers of the holy-Ghoſt, and 
haue taſted of the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to * come. 
Now when a man ſhall finde the 
taſte of Gods word ſweeter then the 
henie, and the n honie=combe, us it was 
to Dania, and (hall afterward diſtaſte 
and happily deteſt it, as the 1/raclites 
did o Mt n ſhall reioyce 

in 


, 


m Heb. 6 4. 


v Pfal. 19.10. 


0 Numb. 1 1.6. 
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Mark. 10. 17. 


q Num. 3.10. 


r Mat. 11.21. 
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in the meditation ol eternall life, and 


| yet reiact the conſolation thereok; | 


like che yong man, who ranneto our | 
bleed Saviour, kneeled to him, 
cryed outigeod maſter what ſball i 
that I may; poſſeſſe eternall hfe yer 
day way likea:e Aincher : When 
all haue reliſhed , and even 
2 rauilhed with rhe comfortable 
' talte of the powers of the world to 
come, like Balaum, who paſſionately 
wilhed, O let me die the death of the 
2 come ne let my latter end be lle 
Vet (hall, like a graceleſſe man 
abandon the meanes, and baniſh. |. 
the careand N thereof, what 
probability ; nay. what poſſibility 
is there that hee ſhould be renewed 


by repentance ? Albeit affected ig- 


norance is very lyable to the curſe 
of God, according to our Sauiours 
words, Thige be to thee Corazin , mae 
be to thee * Bethſ6igs yet inflicted, 
ignorance obtaines his conniuence, 
£2516 1,467.17. * The time of thi ig- 

| noranct 
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Te Sine e de holy Ghoſt 


norance God regarded not. This cir- 
cumſtance doth much extenuate a 
ſinne, when a man may ſay tor bim- 
ſelfe, as the Lord ſaid of Viniuech, 
there are ſixe ſcore thouſand perſons 
that cannot diſcerne betwixt their right 
hand and * their left. And when a 
man can pleade for himſelfe with 
Abimelech, Lord wilt thow flea even 
the righteous ® Nation ? as it he ſhould 
ſay, had wee knowne her to be his 
wite, wee would never haue offered 
violence to him, nor villanie to her. 
And contrarily, it doth much aggra- 
uate the ſinnę, when one can admire, 
acknowledge and commend the 


graces of God in others, yet be 


graceleſſe himſelfe. When he is like 
the Athenians, who knew what was 
| copy would not doe - it, and 
ike the Scribes and Phariſees who 


Phad the key of heauen, yet would 


nor enter therein. For as Saint 
James faith y, to him that knoweth 
to doe well; and doth it not, to him it is 

| H 2 ſinne, 


— 


1 lon. 4. In, 


Gen. 20.4. 


x Athenien{ ef 
ſeire qua, & c. 
Tul. 4s ſeneil. 


y Iam. 4. 17. 


i 
i Luke 12.47. | 


110 | 


| 


Rom.. & 10 


The Sinne againſt the baly Ghoſt. 
ſinne, that is, ſinne witha:witnclle, 
it is a ſinne r ˙⁰νανã in a more emi- 
nent & extraordinary mauner then 
others. As Bernard faith, UAAc fi 
diceret ſumenti cilum at nen digeren- 
li pernicioſum ef As meate that is 
eateſ and not digeſted, fo is know- 
ledge receaued and not practiſed z as 
the one breedes diſeaſes in the body, 
ſo the other brings deſtruction to 

the ſoule. 
It was Adams great perfection 


that made his ruine ſo lamentable; 
and the tranſcendent excellency of 


the Angels, which made their ſinne 
ſo damnable, and their fall ſo vnre- 
couerable. And no meruaile, ſor it 
is abſolute luſtice, * that the ſeruant 
which knowes his Maſters will and doth 
it not, ſhould be veaten with many 
ſtripes. Saint Paul » ſpeakes of the 
errours of the lewes his Country- 
men with great compaſhon , becauſe 
they had ibe zeale 
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- 
. 
& 1 
-. = 
* 


God , but not a 
cording to knowledge. But our Sau. 
our. 


| The Sinne againſt the boly Ghoſt. 


our checks the wilfull blindneſſe of 
the Phariſees, with as great indigna · 


tion, telling them that if they were 


blinde they have no * ſinne(mea- 
ning not ſo haynous ſinne) but be- 
* ſud they did ſee , therefore 

remained, that is, it tuck 
— by them. So that, as Salman 
ſaith, a, Hee that incrpaſeth knowledge 
increaſeth ſorrow. So may | lay, hee 
thut increaſeth knowledge, and doth 
not vie it, inereaſeth danger. Men 
had need to conſider hat end they 
| propound to their knowledge. Some 
| faith Bernard get knowledge, xc ven- 


dant, that they may make mer chan. hs 4 


dire of it; and that is filthy Garne 
Some, vt ; edificent, that they may 
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cIoh · g. 39.41. 


4Rcele Lt. 18. 


dike others, and that is chariti Be 


Some, wt edificentur, that themſelucs3 


may be builded vp in grace, and that 
is wiſedome. And indeede ic is great 


wiledome for a man to reape to himnm- 


te the fruite of his owne Kno 


| The Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, | 


teach another and not teach bimelfe. 
Rom. 2. 11. Therefore Salomons coun- 
ſell is good in this caſe, e Drinke thy 
water of thy Cifterne. Haſt thou a 
fountaine of knowledge to refreſh . 
others with the ſtreames thereof, 
yet thy ſelle haſt a thirſty ſoule, and 
a barren lite ? Whar an abſurdity is 
this before men, and danger in the 
ſight of God? O water, and refreſh 
thine one ſoule, make vie of the 
knowledge of the truth, which thou haft 
— gh leaſt after many gracious 
[ſhowers of inſtruction, thy ſoule re- 
maining bad and barren, thou be ex- 
oſed to the curſe of God : It had 
2 * better for ſome, not to haue 
-.-.| knowne the way of righteouſneſſe 
I (as Saint Peter ſaith ) then, 8 yer 
. | they had knowne it, to turne from the 
holy Commandements giuen onto them. 
Had they not knowne, then had 
their Audit beene more eaſie. For 
behold, where the Lord deliuers 


forth large n, of knowledge, 
X rhere | 


a * _— 
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| The Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſh. | 173 
there he expects great reckonings of 
| obedience to be brought in- ner 
looking for the libe at their hands, 
towards whom hee hath not beene ,-.-- 
ſuch a bountitull Creditour This | 
cauſed Peter When he taxed tlie peo» 
ple in the Temple, ſor berraying'and 
| denying Chriſt in the preſence" e Pi 
late h, not to leaue them comtort- þ Ads 3.17, 
| lefle in ſo hainous a crime, but to 
| give: them hope that they ſhould 
obtaine-remiſhon , and haue therr 
ſinnes put away at the time of the rei 
freſhing, becauſe they did i throupb 19- 
norance. This alſo was a ſtatfe of 
comlort to Saint Paul, whole cruelty 
towards the Saints and ſeruants of 
wy God was moſt" extreame. For hee 
was a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and 
an oppreſſor , yea thoſe outrages 
were proſecuted with violent fury 
and madneſſe, as himſelfe ingenu- = 
ouſly confeſſeth i. Yer theſe his mer- | AA 26.10.11 
cileſſe perſecuting ſinnes found mer- 
cy ar Gods hands, v pon his ſerious | 
| $ H 4 repen- | 


wh | 
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1. Tim. 1. 13. 


| f Luke 23.34- 
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repentance, as hee comfortably wit- 
neſſeth k. In a word, this was the 
ground of our Sauiours prayer at 
the time of his paſſion: i Father far- 
gie them, for they know not what they 
das. An though hee ſhould ſay: If 
they knew indeede that I am the 
Sonne of God, and would offer me 
this indignity; the Meſſiah and Sa- 
uiour ot the world, and yet would 
ſnew mee this cruelty; the Lord of 

lorie, and yet would cruciſie mee, 
would neuer vouchſafe to open my 
mouth for them: but now, O Fa- 
ther, tor as much as theſe things 
hauenot beene revealed to the eye 
of their vnderſtanding, nor made e- 
uident to the view of their con- 
ſcience, vouchſafe them pardon, 
and lay not this ſinne to their 
charge. 2 
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The ſecond bad Humour, 


HE ſecond bad Humour that 
| — this mortall wound, is 
willi 3 If we ſinne will. hy, It 
the Pilote be 4 5 or el, 
thoſe that goe by Sea muſt needes 
ſayle dangeroully ; but if they alſo 
carry full ſayle in the midſt of a 
tempeſt, they cannot chooſe but be 
ouerſet. Euen ſo it fareth with vs, 
while wee flote in the ſea of this pre- 
ſent, world ; If our vnderſtandin 
which is our Pilote, doe fayle vs, at- 
| ter we haue receiued the knowledge 
| of the truth, our caſe is dũgerous: but 
if withall we give our wills full ſayle, 
euery blaſt of Sathans temptatious 
will be ready to ſinke vs, and this is 
the Apoſtles word herein this place, 
If we finne willingly, which word im- 
liech ſomewhat more then a [imple 
and fingle will, and importeth ra- 
thera, reſolute wilfulneſſe. So N 
= this 
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— 


this is not a mixt action, wherein 
the (inner is partly wil ing, partly 
vn willing, but an abloivte religning 
of rhar faculty for rhe pertormance 
of wicked 1 Kn As when a man 
will runne on def perately, and linne 
euen becauſe he Lil ſinne, ſmall of 
no occaſion mouing him chercunto: 
For the leſſe the occaſion and temp. 
tation is, the greater is the tranſgreſ 


ſion. This was a further circum | 


ſtance which made Adams finne fo 


* hamous, that hauing free _ | 


to all the other trees in Paradiſe; hee 
muſt needes taſte of the forbidden 
fruite. As it was vile in a Ahab, that 
having matry goodly poſſeth ons of 
his owne, hee myſt necdes he ſicke 
for Vabothu vineyeard ; andꝰ ĩt doth 
much aggravate the offence” when a 
rich man ſha]! deale — 
word, in waight and meaſure. Thus 
when a ma is rather age He 
by his owne rebellious will, then in- 
forced by any vrgent neceſſity y is 
rather 


— 
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rather caried forward by a prompt 
and peremptory inclination, then by 
any violent and coactiue tempta- 


tion, this is to ſinne willingly. When 


Sathan no ſooner tempts, but the 
ſinner as readily yeeldes, as the ety- 
mon of the word imports, ixs7i@; of 
tic Indulgeo. When it is not by 
conſtraint, but of a ready minde, as 
Saint Peters oppoſition» doth mani- 
feſt, wi K g & Cy AN / 1&0. S0 
is the Apoſtles ſpeech of linnin 

willingly. bere to be . 


Doe what we can, whilſt wee carry 


about this maſſe of corruption, ſin 
will haue her reſidence in vs, but 
Saint Paul warnes, that wee ſuffer it 
not tatraigne in our mortall bodies, 
that wee ſhould obey it in the luſts 
thereof. If ir violently ouer · rule vs, 


ve muſt not willingly let it rule ouer 


vs ; If it compell like a tyrant, wee 
muſt not let it command as a King. 
Wee muſt ſigh vnder the bondage, 
and grone vnder the burthen ol it. 
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1 Pet. A2. 


Rom. 6. 14 


like | 


—— 
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7 Exod. z. 23. 


Rom. 6. 23. 


1. Iohn 18. 


8 1 ohn 3-4 


Hieb. s. 


IJ Prou. . 14. 


„ic Tremel, 


x Anſelm in 


—— 


profeſled tor Jeſuah, All that thou 
commandeſt vs wee will doe, and 
whether thou ſendeſt vs we will goe: 
for if we doe, it will command that 
which is dangerous and damnable, 
and will ſend vs to hell for our hyre. 
The wages of ſunne «© death: we mult 
all acknowledge with Saint Joby, 
r. Epiſt. 1. If we ſay that we haue no 
ſinne we deceiue our ſelues; yet wee 
muſt take heede, we be not ſuch as 
hee ſpeakes of in his third Chap- 
ter, di Tololwſeg Tov &puaeTian, = which 


ſettle and fell themſelues to worke | 
wickedneſle : For it ſuch a one can | 
not be renued by repentance, V 
eſt excuſatio infirmitatu,ſed culps * v. 


lantatis ; he can pleade no excuſe of 
in firmity, but muſt needes lay all the 
blatne vpon the wils iniquity. There 
are ſome (as Salomon notes) v Which 
doe euen reiojee in doing euill, and de- 
lg ht in perwer ſe courſes, Tea, they can 

not 


1 
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like the Iſraelites vnder 4 Pharaoh. | 
Wee mult not ſay as thoſe people 
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not ſleepe, except they haue done * exill, 


| bur this retoycing is odious, and this 


delight exceeding dangerous. Lord, 
how oppoſite arethele men in their 
affections to our Sauiour Chriſt? # 7e 
was his meate and drinke to doe the will 
of God ; bur it is their meate and 
drinke, yea it lulls them a ſleepe, to 
doe the workes of the diuell. What 
a malepert ſpeech is that of Saxls 
Courtiers, d Our (ongaes are our owne 
and we will talke ? they will becauſe 
they will, Stat pro ratione vollůyt as. 
Yea they are ready to ſay with < Ca- 
ſar, iacta eſt alea, tall back fall edge 
they are reſolued to perſiſt in their 
ſinnes. What a deſperate reſolution 
is that of wilfull wretches in the ſixt 
of 4 Jeremie} Who being thus lo- 
uing] exhorted and gratiouſſy pro- 
mi a, Malle in the good way, and you 
ſhall finde reſt to your ſoules , doe an- 
ſwere as wickedly as peremptorily, 
we will not walke therein. Well may 


\ 
* = 


it he ſaid of theſe men, that they 


finne 


| 


b Plal,12.4+ 


c Apud Sueten, 
Iulins Ceſar. 


A lere. 6,16, 
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ſinne willin gly, which ſo rathly for- 
ſake the way of ſaluation, and ſo rea- 
dily ſtep into the path of condemaa- 
tion. Such reſolute itnners were the 
Iewes, whoſe ſtony hearts and flinty 
ſoules, neither Chriſts teares could 
e molkke, nor his chreatnings terri- 
fie, therefore is their habitation be- 
ootne deſolate for euer. Such reſo- 
lute and diſſolute linners were the 
Sodomites, who could not be res 
ſtrained by Lots ſubmiſſe ? petition, 
his ore then lawfull motion, nor 
the Lords extraordinary afflition ; 
but ill perſiſted obltinately, till e- 
uen extreme wearineſſe inforced 
them to leaue their wickedneſſe. 
And what then could they elſe ex- 
ct, but that fire and brimſtone 
m heauen (hould be their porti- 
ons. Hoc Deum maxime irritat, This 
ſaich s Chryſoſtame, dorh mightily 
prouoke God, when men doe ſinne 
with ſuch a pre- meditation and ſet. 
led reſolution. So faich Daxid in the 
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cighteenth Pſalme. * 1/ith the pure 
then wilt ſhew thy ſelfe pure, but with 
the froward thou wilt wreſtle; for ſo 
the Hebrew word brwongis well 
tranſlated by Tremelius. I hus God 
will wreſtle with the wicked, not in 
mercy, as he did with Jacobi, when 
| hee ſupported him, bur in iudge- 
| ment, as 7acob did with Eſas when 
he ſupplanted him. If the ſinner will 
be wiltull, God will be as wiltull, if 
froward God will be as froward. If 
hee will wreſtle with God in diſbbe- 
dience, God will trip vp his heeles 
in vengeance, and caft him downe 
with the rebellious ſpirits into the 
loweſt hell. As in the time of che 
Law there was no Sanctuarie for 
wiltull murtherers: So was there 
neuer any Sanctuarie of mercie for 
wiltul} ſinners. If a ſubiect ſhall be 
carried violently ina rebellion, much 
compaſſion is to be ſhe ed, but he 
that runs voluntarily with the dil- 
loyall, deſerues to be ſeuerely pu- 


niſhed. 


b Pal. 18.26. 


F Gen.; i, 
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6 puniſhed : ſo when a poore {inner can 
[ih Rom. 7. 23. ſay with the Apoſtle, IK would not 
bo wiltingly doe tha enill 1 doe; 14:45 the 
(4, | law y members, that rebels againſt 
mw | the law of my mind und leades me 
of þ tine ts the law of finne, hee may looke 
with comfort towards the mercy 
| Hiern ſeate. For! percata non nocent ſi non 
en. placemt, ſinne (hall not hurt vs, if it 
doe diſpleaſe vs. But when it may 
| be ſaid to him, as it is in the fiſtieth 
Plalme, Simulac vides furem : A. 
foont a thou ſcoſt a theefe thou runneſf 
with hum: Vea, when hee (hall com- 
w Epheſ4.14. | mit all onclcanneſſe with greedineſſe a, 
w , euen couetouſly; when 
his heart ſhall be as eagerly ſet vpon 
his wickedneſſe, as the couetous 
mans on his wealth, what can he 
hope for, but that the gate of mer- 
cy lhould be ſhut againſt him? There- 
fore is the Lord ſo reſolute a, that 
if a man will goe confidently and 
— on in his ſinnes, bleſſing 
| _ | himlſelte, and promiſing peace - 
* | 


— 1 


| 


| 


a. 


truth. So as was Jalan the Empe- 


— —— — 
—— 


eaſily become malicious, and waxe 


1 


Tus Sinne agaimſt ube holy Gheft; | 


his ſoule, he mill nat be mercifallico | 


him. Lea he hath ratificd it With an 
aſſeueration, o Surely the iniquitie of 
ſuch a ſinner ſhall nener be par danei or 
purged. Vea il a bare ſpeech or aſſes 
ueration will not derue, When Ar 
ſonnes will wilfully perſiſt in their 
ſinnes, and will not be reclajmed, 
either for their owne credit, their fa- 
thers comfort, or the Lords glary; 
he takes his oath, v that the wicked. 
neſſe of Elies houſe ſball not ve purged 


with ſacrifice ot offering for euer. 
FTbe third bed bumaar. 


HE third bad humour which 
feedes this Apoſtaſie, is bitter 
and violent, namely Malice, a con- 
lequent of the former. For when 
men doe once grow wilfull, they 


euen rebelliouſly bent againſt the 


rour, whom &4rerome 4 therefore moſt 
| I iuſtly 


> 8.4 


Ni Catalog. 
ſeri pe. Eecleſ. 


? 1 Sun. 3.14. | 


| 


ſHeb-E.6. 


x Heb.r.6, 


+ Mat. 10 18. 


Rom. f 26. 


| 
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witly ſtilech for his malice, Canem ra- 
bidum, \eutn 4 madde Dogge. So as 
were the lewes, whom our Sauiour 
this ſinne, r cals, a broade of 
3; becauſe they were full ot ves | 
mand malice Such a ſinner the 


Apoſtie doth here call an adverſary, 


as being one that directly oppoſeth 


himſelle againſt the rules of pietie, 
and aſterwards in more fearefull 
words he brandeth him thus, which 
doth drſpiꝝ he the ſpirit of grace. And 
in the ſixt to the Hebrewes, ſ he cal- 
leth him a crucifier of Chriſt, and a 
mocker of him. When a man (hall 
become a profeſſed aduerſary to 
him who is able to deſtroy both ſoule 


| and body in hell:: when he (hall de- 


fpigheche ſpirit of grace, — 1s 
the ſpirit of comfort, helpeth 


in firmities, and maketh 


vs With groaues and fig th requl fr Cam 
net be * expreſſed. When hee (hall 


male bur a mocks of Chriſt to whom 


the bleſſed Angels doe homages; oh 
how 


— 
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how lamentable is the eſtate of ſuch 
a one? When the patient loathes his 
toode, quarre's with his Phiſitian, is 
angry with his friends, chafes with 
himſelfe, you will ſay be is in ill caſe; 
and ſuch is the condition of a fro- 


ward and malicious ſinner: When 
the vs iraſcibils. Which ſhould be a4 


a Dozge at the doore of the ſoule, is keepe 


away the Theefe, [hall waxe madde, 
and bite the Maſter or his friends, 
euen ſnarle at God, at his feruants, 
and his ſacred truth, what ſafety or 
comtort can that ſoule haue? When 
Chriſtians which ſhould be as 
Lambes, and new borne-Babes, in 
receauing Y with meekeneſſe the fincere 
mille of the word, and the comfor- 
table food of the bleſſed Sacrament, 
{hall tur ne dogpes and (wine, tread 
vnder foote hk precious pearles, 


and be ready euen to rent their: Pas 


ſtors, they muſt needes kindle Gods 
wrath, and accelerate his iudge- 


ments. This was the ſinne of (Alex- 


I 2 Ander 
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Per. 2. 1. 2. 
Im. 1. 13. 
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2M. 7.6. 
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| 4s Tin. 4.15. 


| when no man will, can, or dare be 


| (euen erecting with an high hand the 
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ander the Copper · ſmith, of whom 
Saint aul faith Aicv. dune, he ve- 
hemently wichſtood our Preaching. 
He ſaich not wi but Toi d dog 
Aoyais , nat vs but our, words, our 
preaching. for that had not beene 
ſo hainous; the one is but a perſonall 
perſecution, aud fo had beene a ſinne 
agaimſt charitic; the qther a doctti- 
nall,, and conſequently was a dixect 
offence, againlt pietie. And ſurely, 
it is a fearefull thing when a man ſets 
himſeltęngainſt heauen. b ane man 
ſiune acainſt anotber (ſaith Elie) the 
Twdae lad indge it, but if a man ſiunt 
againſt the Lord, wh will pleade fot 
him} It goes hard with a maletactor, 


his aduocate : bur it is Gods juſt 
iudgement vpon a malicious ſinner: 
and therefore it was his ordinance, 


< that be wich ſinned preſumptuouſy 
flaggeof defiance againſt God, as the 


metaphor imports) & blaphemed the 
N Lord, 


— 


— — — — 
— 


Lord, the ſaxwe per ſon ſbould de cut off 
from his people : that the ſame 
cutting oft, might be a pre/udium to 
his fearefull and finail ſeparation 
from the ſorirtie of the bleſſed Angelt, 
| the ſpirits of iuſt and holy men, and 
from Teſus Chriſt the meiliutur of the 
new 4 Teſtament. How fearefull was | 4 Hcb 12.23. 
the obſtinacie of Srephens:enemies, 
who being not able to reſiſt the ſpirit 
by which he ſpake, charged him with 
blaſphemie :? And albeit the Lord | « Ad. 6.10. 11 
did grace his innocent conſcience 
with an Anpelicall countenance;yer | 
they fo perſiſted in their malice, tliat 
they gaue him iuſt cauſeto taxe them 
thus, Tow ſtiffe nec ſted and of vncir- 
cumciſed hearts and eares, you haue al- 
way reſi ted tHe holy Ghoſt: Such ob- 
ſtinate ſinnes muſt needes be pu- 
| niſhed, when as others committed 
of frailtie eaſily be pardoned. | 
| | | Should I not ſpare Nineueh, ſaith the 

| Lord f (which doth treſpaſſe of in- Ion. 4. 1m. 
| | { firmitie.) But hm ſboald 7 ſpare luda 
| | I 3 which | | 
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which deli tranſereſſe 8 rebellionſly, | | 
| Here God hath lomething to ſay tor 
Mineueh, but rebellious, Juda ſtands 
arraigned of high treaſon, and God 
having nothing to ſay for her, nor 
ſhe for her ſelte, why the ſentence 
of death ſhould not paſſe againſt her, 


ſ muſt needes be condemned, except 


Gods iuſtice {hall be violated, which 
muſt inujolably be maintained, 
though all the rebellious Men and 
Angels in the world be damned. It 
is dangerous to walke in the counſel 
| of che-ongedly, dreadſull uo fland in 
the way of ſinners, but h happy and 
thriſe happy is be that doth not ſit in the 
ſeate of the ſcornefull. Who would 
thinke that any could be ſo forſaken 
of God, and bereft of grace, that he 
ſhould malice and ſcorne the eter: 
nall Maieſtie? yet experience hath 
found out ſuch vile wretches. For 
ſuch a one was that blaſphemous 
Pope Julius, who being forbidden by 
his Phyſition to eate Porte, owe 
| 0 
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of his goug, ſaid in a great chafe(hor- 
 reſco referens, | tremble to utter his 
| words.) i Giue me my Por tes fleſh, al | i Lerwies do 
| diſpetta di Dio, auen in deſpiaht. of — Rome, | 
| God. | \ nm | 
| What borrible blaſphemies did 
that execrable Emperour Julian the | 
Apoſtata, as alſo his lewd. compa- 
nion Libanius the Sophiſter belch 
forth againſt Chriſt? who at their 
going forth to the Perſian warre 
asked in æ ſcoffing manner, hu the | e. h. 
Carpenters Sanne (meaning Chriſt) e.. 
was doing? To whom it was well | 
; anſwered by a good Chriſtian, | Le. I Thad bil. 
culum fabricatur, he is making a cof- 314 
| fin for Ialian; which propheticall 
| ſpeech was verified by the euent, 
| tor indeede Julian was ſtrangely 
wounded and ſlaine in that warre. 
Now when a man is growne to this 
height of impiety, that he dares thus 
with a high hand ſinne againſt the 
Almightie, the Lord ſtops the ſuites 
ot thoſe who would pray for him, | 
I 4 not 
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f oler.7.& 11, 
& 2x5.chap. 
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not admitting any petition to be put 


vp in the Court of mercy: accor- 


ding to thoſe words of Saint John, 


There is a ſinne vnto death; 1 ſay not 
thou ſbouldeſt pray for ® it. And how 
oft doth the Lord albeit hee be the 
father of mercies, and the God of all 
conſolation a, how oft l ſay doth be 
ſend forth his expreſſe prohibition 
to Jeremic,o Thou ſhalt not pray for this 
people, neither lift-vp crie nor prayers 


for them? V ea he is wont in ſuch ca- 


ſes, to ſlirre vp the ſpirits of his ſer- 
uants to pray againſt ſuch notorious 
ſinners: and to powre forth dread- 
fuſhexecrations vpon them. And to 
that end hath he armed the Church 
with that fearefull cenſure QAnathe- 
mamaran-atha,1f any man loue not the 
Zord leſus, let him be aceur fed till the 
comming v Chriſt. | * 
Thus doth Dauid a deſire the Lord 
not to be mercifull to them that 
tranſgreſſe maliciouſiy. Yea how oft 
doth he purſue the enemies of God, 


with 


| 


3 


|. 
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moſt paſhonate and bitter impreca-: | 
tions? Thus did Petey againit Simon | 
Magus, as hiſtories report: * Thus 2 
did the primitive Church pray ::: 
gainſt Julian the Apoſtata, and neuer 
ſeft aſſaulting him with her wea- 
pons (which are prayers and teares) 
till hee had receiued his finall and 
fearefull ſtroake of deſtruction; and 
then Ihe ſang Hallelujaes for his © o- | [Frm te 
verchrow. Gods deareſt children bh 
may commit very hainous finnes, 
| yer they doe it of in firmitie, and not 
maliciouſly. The ſinne of Peter was | 
| very fearefull, yea could any a!molt 


— 


be more hainous? when as hee a 
chiete Apoſtle, at the word of a ſilly 
Maide, againſt his conſtant proteſta- 
tion, three ſcuerall times within the 
ſpace of a few houres, did nor onely | 
deny, and forſake, but euen for- 
ſweare his Maſter and Sauiour: yea 
and that with dreadfull : execrations — 
vpon himſeife, /. he knew the man t — 
But alas, all this proceeded from — 
in firmity; | 


— — — — as 
— 


Revuel. 8.11. 


| 


| 


| 


| impoiſons the very fountaine of our 


— 


15— — 
_— 


infirmity;the preſent danger & feare 
of death extorred rhoſe oathes ; and 
drew thoſe cxecrations from him, 
And therefore, when he went forth 
and wept- bitterly, diluit culpam la- 
chrymy, when he wept, he wipte a- 
way his hainous ſinnes with bitter 
teares, and the Lords compaſſions 
failed him not. 


The fourth bad humour. 


Cor Jahn in the eight Chapter of 
the Reuelation ſpeakes of a great 
Starre, called Wormewood, which 
falling into the waters and fountains 
made them bitter, ſo that many died 
thereof. Behold, ſuch is the humour 
of malice; For whereas other ſinnes 
doe bur muddie the ſtreames, this 


holy profeſſion. and brings immar- 
tall death without remedy. And this 


is the fourth degr 
Apoſtaſie, which for the better hand- 


» 0 


7 — the holy Ghoſt | 


ee of this dreadtull F 


ling, 


2 — 
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ling, I call a particular humour, when 
it is indeed like the corruptions of all 
the humors in the body. For it is not 
a-Avougatie , but rather a ARKezia, 
not ſome ſmaller diſtemper, but a 
generall cuill diſpoſition and habit 
of Religion, not a binding of Sam- 
ſans hands, but a ſhauing ot his 
locks; not like the ſetting of the Sun 
in a clowde, but a totall Ecclipſe, 
yea ſuch a going dow ne as neuer ad- 
mis any riſing againe. For it is a 
atall and finall Apoſtaſie which 
Joch viually accompany the malici · 
ous reſiſting of the knowne truth, 
And therefore Athanaſius u ioynes 
that malice and Apoſtaſie together 
in the definition of this blaſphemy 
againſt the holy Choſt, calling it 4 
malicious denying of the faith which 4 
man hath profeſſed, as x C ſaid in 
Suetonius; V us Cæſari multos Marios 
in eſſe, there were many Maryes in one 
Caſar : So I may ſay there are many 
iniquities in this one ſinne: which 
indeede 


| 


v Athansſ, ad | 


| Serepron, 


—— A EE. 0A. 


52 Sam.1,21. 


T lob 6.4. 


| indeede becomes a- congeries' of all | 


abhominations. For the curſe of 
God ſearetiy upon ſuch a malicious 
ſinner as hath beene mentioned, to 
an vtter pridation of grace, like Da. 
nidt leauie imprecarion vpon mount 
Gilboc y Tow mountaines of Gilboe v 
an pon be nejthtr dem nor raine for e. 
wer. And like our Sauiours curſe 
vpon the figge tree, neuer man cate 
fruite of thee while the world Ran« 
deth. Apaine , Sathan caſts his vio» 
tent and inuenomed temptations; 
which the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 6. calleth 


fiery darts; and thoſe where they 


ſtrike they ſticke fah, aud worke vp» 


| 
on the Soule, like the arrowes on 


Bbs body,z The venome whereof dri- 
ed wp his ſpirits. And then as in the 
generall deluge, when the waters in- 
creaſed to aeerraine height, all ff 
periſbed; ſo in this great ouer- 
flowing of ſinne, all ſparkes of grace 
are vtterly extinguiſhed. 
- This is implyed here when the 
a | Apoſtle 


— 


— 


— 


| 


eee get deln c | 


Apoſtle ſpeakes of an oppoſition 
againſt the cauſes of our ſaluation, 
namely, The Soune of God, the blond of 
the Teſtament, and the ſbirit of grace. 
And ttus elſewhere b hee calleth C4 
ſoipwracke of faith, and an Apoitaſic 
from the faith, &no5100vT0) Thc TISIOS, 
cx Tim. 4. And addes the reaſon, 
Hauing their conſciences burnt with an 
hot Iron. For when the conſcience is 
cauterized, there tolloweth an vtter 
benumming of the ſanctified facul- 
ties, ſo that there is left no ſpiritvall 
ſenſe of grace. As we lay ot griefes, 
ſo it is in ſinnes, Cure leues laquun-· 
| tur, ingentes ſ{upent, the ſmaller fins | 
at frtt are irkelome, and terrifie, bur | 
being growne many and great, they 
ſtupiſie. So that he which was wont | 
to crie out with Saint Paul,. O wretch- 
ed man that 1 um, who ſhall deliver me | 
from this body of death, Rom. 7. can | 


graueandhell,E/xy 28: He who was 
| preſſed downe with the ponderous 


make à couenant with death the | 


weight 


brTim-1.19, 


CI Tim, 4.1. 2. 


| Thy Simwagainſttheboly hots | 


— 


to beare, f ſal. 38. can ar laſt goe 


If a wounded man haue but o 


lence to his perſon 
J. N ts himſelfe the ſomne 


— — 


| waight of his ſinnes, which were 1 
a heauy burden too heauio for him 


raundly away with them as euer 
Sampſon went with the Gates of Az» 
aa. The conſcience ar'firft will di- 
ligently obſerue and cenſure the fins 
ner, but the ſame being negleRed, 
hee becomes avrocaſixarQ@-, ae 
4 Tit.z.1t. | condemned of * bimſcife, and yet con- 
tinueth in ſinne with great ſecuritie. 


Surgeon, and one ſalue to cure him, 
and yet hee alas, would ſlay that 
Surgeon, and caſt away that ſalue, 
what hope can there be of his reco · 
ueryꝰ And ſuch is the condition of a 
deſperate ſinner, Chriſt ſeſus is the 
Surgeon, and his precious bloud the 
blefied balene to cure our wounded 
ſoules. If a man {hall then offer vio» 
Cruciſying again 
of « Gd: And 
þ A aa. Contempt to this plaſter, In treadig 


under. ſante te blood of the i Tefts- 
ment. 


— 


— 


— 


| 


W 


9 
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1 again the holy Ghoſt. 


mew; Is there any meanes left in 
heauen or earth to cure him? Sure- 
ly no, but that muſt needes follow 
which our Sauiour Chriſt threatned 
to the Tewes, 5 Tow ſball dye in your 
Saint > Paul propheſieth of 
ſome that in the latter times ſhall de- 

from the faith, and Saint Peter 


Kich i, bere ſhell be ſome that will: de. 


nie the Lord that bought them: And 
this afterwards he calsan intangling, 
meaning fo, that one cannot be loo» 
ſedʒand an ouercomming, ſo that he 
cannot be deliuered ; the iſlue of 
which eſtate he expreſſeth, ſaying, 
They bring pon themſelues ſwift dam. 
nation. And truely when Sathan 
preuaileth ſo farre, that he vanquiſh- 
eth them with his ſuggeſtions, and 
fertereth them in the chaines of ſin, 
ſtriking his temptations like the 
nayle of Jae into the temples of 
their heads, ſo that they lie groue- 


| ling like Sera in bis Tents, bei 


made euen his bondflaues and vat- 


ſalles | 


—_—— 


Aludge 431. | 


[1 Hcb,66., 


w Anſel. in 
Heb 6 Id eff to + 
tal. Lag. A. 
7. 


lalles; thereis little hope that euer 
they (hall recouer. For it is impoſ- 
ſible, that they which haue beene 
ſo qualiſied with the grace of Gods 
ſpiricyifchey fall away, ſhould be re 
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- newed by | repentance.” The children 


of God niz1v%1, they doe fall, but 
TX8%7£oovTat as here it is, Prolapſe a id 


that is, vtterty fall away they cas 
not, for the Lord ſtates them vp with 


—— — — 


by the hand and ſaued him: So when 
we are oppreſſed with the waues of 
temptations, and are ready to linke 
in the Gulfe of deſpaire, the. Lord 
reacheth forth the hand of compal- 
ſion and preſerueth vs, 2 yop 
T7410, in many things wo ſtum- 
ble all, as Saint Iams ſaith, Vea the 
iuſt man fallech ſeauen times ( that 
is, very oft) as Salomon a witneſſeth 
But here is the comfort that beg 


rileth 


— —ę— 


ef prorſue lapſyts Anſelm iner pren, 


bis hand, Pal. 35.24 · As when Peter | 
through the terrours of the wanes | 
was ready to ſinke, Chriſt tobte him | 


— 
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though they fall into groſſe ſinnes, 
K 


The Sinne againſt the hat Ghoſt. | 


riſeth againe, though his foote flip 
through his frailty, or hee be calt 
downe through the ſtumbling 
blocks of temptations, yet he tindes 
the center of Gods mercie to reſt 
vpon, and takes new footing by vn- 
fayned repentance. Non fic impy , 


won ſic, as tor the vngodly it is ney- | 
ther ſo nor ſo with them, for their 


fall is totall, it is finall. David fell 
dangerouſly in the matter of Vriab, 


2 Sam. 11. but Sau fell away feare- | 


tully , when hee conſulted with a 
Witch, 1 Sam. 28. Aaron fell grie- 
vouſly, when hee ſuffered the Iſrae - 
lites to make earings and dance a- 
bout the Calfe, Exod.32. But B44 
a fell away wilfully, when hee 
taught Balaac to intrap the children 
of Irael, Numb. 31. Peter fell dan- 
geroully when he denied Chriſt Ie- 
$, A. 26. But vad fell away 
8 when hee hanged him - 
, M4427. Thus the godly, al- 


yer 


— 


| 


Luke 21.33. 


' 
| Iv wh WAL: 
TH. 


| roraily and nally, Chriſts ſpeech 
to Peter, Luł. a 2. was very comforta- 
bla, Hane prayed for thee ivn wh wh 


ſcuritie, like the Sunne, yet can they 


cording to that in the firſt, of Jahn 
and the third, Nhaſacuer u barne of 
God ſinncili not, phat is, be linnerh not 


Ao tha #by faul faile uot , 
that ĩt be not wholy Eclipled. And 


that interceſſion of Chriſt ia effectu | 


all for all Gods children, who, albeit 
they may ſometimes labour in ob- 


neuet be wholly Eclipſcd like the 
Moone. Though divers bones be 
broken or out of ioyns, yet the skil- 
full Surgeon will ſet em together 
—— & all 1 how 
can they be vnited? FE bouph the bo- 
dy be ſubiect zo a mightie confuſion 
of bad humours, and diſtemper of 
blood, yer il che vitall ſpirits be not 
conſumed, nor the vigour of nature 
ytterly exhauſted. the sxilfull Phyſi- 


eee, boly Ghoſt. \ 
yet doe not viterly tall away. Ac» | | 


— 


tian hath hope to recouer his pati 
ent. 


"4 
— 


— — 
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ent. But if the ſpirits be ſpent; and 


there be no force of nature to affiſt 


the medicine, but rather to reſiſt the 
lame; there is no way but one; for 
what can be expected bur death ? 
And ſo is it in the ſickneſſe of the 
ſoule, it may be recoucred vpon ma- 
ny particular diſeaſes o, ſinne, but 
if it once be ſubiect to a totall Apo- 
ſtaſie, it can neuer be cured, there is 
no way but death with ſuch a ſicke 
ſinner : and therefore Saint John 
doth very ficly call it a finne vnto 
death. It the ſoule of mane leſt like 
the tree that Vebuchaducxxar law in 
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1 Lohn F. 16, 


ay dreame (the ſtumpe and rootes p Dan.4-26, 


whereof was left in the earth) though 
many branches of grace be lopped 
off by Sathan, yer behold it may 
flouriſh againe; but if it be like the 


tree that Saint Jude 4 ſpeakes of, 9lude ver. 12. 


Without fraite, twiſe dead, c plucked 
vp by the roetes, then the axe of Gods 
wdgements lies neere to it. r If the 


— _— — 
8 * 
* 


| 


ſalt haue vtterly loſt his ſauour, it i | 
97 K 2 good 


rLuk14 3435 
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good for nathing, but to be caſt out, 


ſo it a Chriſtian haue loft all the 


ſappe and ſauour ot grace, and 


become vtterly without reliſh in 
the practiſe and profeſſion of god · 
lineſſe, hee is good for nothing, 
but muſt looke to be caſt forth into 
witer dar keneſſe, and into that violent 


fire that ſpall deuourc the aduerſa- 


ſarie. 


Behold now (beloued) you ſee 
what is the ſinne againſt the holy 
Ghoſt, euen a witting, a willing, a 
malicious, a totall Apoſtaſie. And 
this monſtrous ſiune is like the migh- 
ty windes which beating on the 
foure corners of the houle wherein 
jobs children were, did caſt it on their 
heads : for when fin once breathes, 


and blowes from theſe foure Cli- 


mates, it drawes downe the iudge- 


ments of God vpon the ſinners 


heads, to their everlaſting ruin.* And 
as the Fowles that went on all foure, 
being vncicane, were abhomination 

ro 


III" 


1 


The Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt. 


to men: ſo hee that goes groueling 
on thele foure texte ot Apoſtaſie, is 
abhominable in the ſight of God, 
and ſhall be ſubiect to the filthie 
dungeon with the vncleane ſpirits. 
But to the end that the nature and 
danger of this linne may the better 
appeare, let vs conſider why it is cal · 
led the ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
Where firſt we muſt obſerve, that it 
is ſo called, not, becauſe it is commit. 
ted againſt the perſon, bur againſt 
the attributes, and eſpecial! operati- 
on of the holy Ghoſt. The oldand 
vulgar diſtinction of the Schoole- 
men doth illuſtrate this very well. 
The Father is called Power, againſt 


him therefore men are ſaid to ſinne 
| in weakeneſle, and infirmitie. The 


Sonne is called Wiſedome, againſt 
him they offend of ignorance and 


| fimplicitie. The holy Ghoſt is cal- 


led Grace,againft him therefore they 
ſinne who tranſgreſſe wilfully and 
maliciouſtyʒ lt being then the proper 

K 3 and 


— 


— 


Dan. 9.9. 


| Chriſt with an vnclean ſpirit, worthy 


Tube Sinne againſt the holy Ghoſt. 


and eſpeciall worke of the holy Spi- 
ric to inlighten the vnderſtanding, 


to mollifie the heart by repentance, 


and to ſanctifie it by grace; hee that 
ſhall thus oppoſe himſelte againft 
the worke of the lame ſpirit , muſt 


needes become graceleſſe and im 


nitent, that bleſſed and gracious ſpi- 
ric being taken away. For as the 
yron which was made ſoft by being 
in the fire, when it is taken forth be- 
commeth harder then euer it was. 
So the heart of man , which with 
the fire ot Gods ſpirit, was in ſome | 
ſort mollified and made to melt, 
when the ſame ſpirit is vtterly with» 
drawne, becomes extreamely obdu- 
rate and incorrigible. To thee (O Lord 
God) belongeth mercy and forgiueneſſe, 
ſaith Daniel. True it is, but u hen a 
man hath made him ſelfe vncapable 
of mercy, the cogitation thereot is 
rather a corroſiue then any comfort | 
at all. Are not thoſe who charge 


co 


— 


to be poſſeſt with the ſpirit of ſtum- 
ber? If they deſpight the ſpirit of 


grace, doe they not deſerus to be 


depriued of the ſpirit of grace?! I 
| they treade vnderſoote of a baſe e- 
ſtimation the Soune of Cod, and the 
blood of the Teſtament, is it not a 
juſt recompence, that Sathan ſhould | 
trample chem vnder his feete in the 
place of torments If the Lord giue 
ouer men to a Reprobate ſenſe, tor 
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* Rom . ak. 


| abuſing only the meeregifts ofx na- 
ture, kow much more may they ex- 
| pet to haue theit eyes blinded and 


their hearts ! hardned , who malici- 
| ouſly reſiſt the works of grace? And 
| then as the tacklings being taken 
from the (hip, and the ſame left to 
the mercy of the Seas, is caſt vpon 
rockes; daſhed in peeces, or drow- 
ned in the fands; ſo, the ſoule of 
man being itripped ot the racklings 
of grave; mut needes ſuffer thip: 
wracke, and periih in the gulſe ot e- 
ternall perdition. This miſerie is by 
K 4 no | 


ylol 12.40 
z Chryſ ep. im- 
erf. in Mat, 
Hoem. 37. 


— 


a 


- 


| ſhewes in the perſo 
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no meanes to be auoided; for as 


cn ſaſtame ſaith. when men are 
: |. ferſaken of God, they are delinered 10 


the Diaell: not for the deſtruction of 


nile day 2 the Carintlu- 
ans. 


ut to be vexed in ſoule 
here, and to be tormented in ſoule 
und body hereaſter as Saule was. And 
then what followes our Sauiour 
ſons of the blaſ- 
phemous Phariſees 4; When the vn- 
cleave ſpirit: hauing herne dai out re. 
turneth, he brings with hum ſeagen ſpi- 
rits wor ſe then hum ſelſe, wich doe en- 
ter and dwell there and taking vp 
their babitation, doe ſhut ſaſl the 
doarc of the heart, ſo that, albeit the 
' ſpirit of God doe nate againe and 
againe*, yet can it finde no entrance, 
and that cauſeth ſuch a lamentable 
effect. The latter end of that man i 
worſe then the beginning.; Thus the 
heart being hardned becomes impe · 


| nitent, and ſo the impenitent * 
— x 7 


— —— 


| 


6 


Fes againſt the holy Ghoſt; 


becomes vnpardonable for where | 


there is no grace for Repentance, | 
there is no place for pardon : Ac- 

cording to the Apoſtles —— 
Rem. 2. 80 — 1 
heart that cannot v 
vnto thy e 


Wrath. 


and ſting of Sathan, for it growes 
cankerous , '@s yayyeaive, like the 


ſinne of Hymene 


« and s Philetws. 

Yea it becomes that which the Sur- 
geons call t9:10atr@ ienuc, euen ſuch 
an.cating vicerous fore as doth to- 
tally mortifie the part affected, fo 
that all the plaſters that art or nature 
can deniſe, will not belpe it. This, 

faith Hiereme, is that kinde of lepro- 
lie which cannot be cured. And ſo 
much for the opening ofthe wound. 


The 


and f Rom 2.1. 


4 1 Tim. . 7. 


1,4. The ſecond part: 
| The ſearching f he Wovup. 


re »now ( beloned 
29M comld be concen - 
ate my lation, and to 
ſtay my hand from 
this wound any further: 
But becauſethere is ſome controuer 
ſieconcerning the ſame amongſt the 
ſpirituall Phyſitians, to whom the 
cure or care thereof doth belong, I 
hold it expedient, either in reconci- 
ling, or confuting the differences of 
inions, to relieue thoſe who may 
be ſubiect to doubting, and to ſatiſ - 
fie. it ir be poſſible.euen thoſe which 
| are poſſeſt with the ſpirit of contra 
dition: by manifeſting, that as I 
haue laid & foundation of. my po- 
litiue doctrine, vpon the vnmouea- 
ble rocke of the holy Scriptures, fo 


N 
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I baue the conlent of the learned of 
all ſorts, who doe build with mee 
vpon the ſame foundation; ſo that 
onely fingularity (hail haue occaſion 
to diſſent. nt 2 30h 
There are about this matter but 
two points controuerted, the one is 
touching the de ſcription, the other 
the remiſſion ot this ſinne. Concer» 
ning the firſt, ſome make finall im- 
| itency to be the ſinne againit the 
y Ghoſt; but thoſe that ſo doe; 
are confuted by themſelues; for 
they hold the ſinne againſt the holy 
Ghoſt to be pardonable, ſo that con» 


the ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
finall impenitency thould be pardo- 
nable which abſurdity euery ſenſi- 
ble man mult needes be aſhamed 


of. 4 
But Bellarmine himfelfe h bath 


digers arguments for the confucari- 
on of this erxour, which I will bricte- 


ly repeate. 


| ſequently, if finall impenitency be 


1. The | 


— — — — 
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The Sinne ap «inſt the holy Ghoſt. 

1. The ſinne againſt the holy 
Ghoſt is properly blaſphemie, but 
finall impenitency is not blaſphe- 
mie; therefore finall impenitency is 
not the finne againſt the holy 
Ghoſt. | 
© 2. 'Finall impenitency is not 
committed till death, but the ſinne 
againſt the holy Ghoſt is committed 
before death: therefore finall impe- 
nitency is not the ſinne againſt the 
holy Ghoſt; The minor propoſition 
is evident, for our Saujour c 
che Phariſees with this finne, who 
were then living, and for any thing 
we know, liued long after. 

Further, Paul ſpeaking of this 


finne in the ſixt to the Hebrewes, | 


faith, it is impoſſible that they which 


haue committed the ſame ſhould be 


renewed by repentance. In which 
words the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of thoſe 
that are alive, elſe ſhould he affirme 
that the dead cannot be renewed by 
repentance, which ſpeech were — 
an 


„ 


, 


| 
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and much vnbeſceming ſo great an 
Apoſtle. Againe , whereas Saint 


Jobs ſaith, there is a ſin vnto death, 


not thas thou ſbonliſt pray for it; 
s of liuing men. And where- 


me 'thinke he ſpeakes of the 
A the Text is — againſt 
them. For he ſairk, he that knoweth 
bus brother to ſinne 4 ſinne not unte 
death, re. in which words hee ad- 
mitteth that a man may ſee and 


«| know when the ſinne is committed, 


and therefore he ſpeaketh not of fi- 
nall impenitencie, which cannot be 
know ye till after 4 mans death, and 
hardly then alſo. Moreouer if hee 

ke ot the ſinnes of thoſe that are 


ead, hee ſhould not ſay, He that | 


kuowes his brother io ſiune-; bat be iar 
tunes bis brother to hau: 


d. 
Thus Bellarwmine — 


that opinion concerning ſinall im- 7 . 
peniteney, and affirmed truely, that n N. 


the ſame is but crc — 


4 certaine circumſtance, which m = , 
aun 


2 


1 Loh. 5. 16. | 


Geben 


r 


2 
n ee I _ — 
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55.2. | more ſubiect to conerouet ſie, I will 


„ol diners Papilts both antient and | 
moderne. Lea I truſt 1 ſhall make it 


| The Sinneagainft the holy abof | 
|| foung inceucry particular :he do. 
| inech the os eng 6 noly 


i, calling 


. | confirmech by the common conſent 
of ancient uruers k, to whoſercafons 
and : — — 3 very 
pithy and pregnant, I might annexe 
fundey' | others; But that which he 
may very well ſatisſie any 
reaſonable man. 

Now for the other point, name- 
ly that this ſinne is irremiſſible, I 
will by Gads grace proue it directly 
by the Scriptures. And becauſe the 
Ame is a cireumſtance ſome What 


anne xe the teſtimonies and reaſons | 


euident, chat. touching chis point, 
there is indeede no luck difference) 
but that which may bereconciled by 


| Ghoſt in the ſame manner as] haue 
it a malicious op- 
polition againſt the manifeſt and 
knowne truth; which deſinition he 


| 2 a | 


—_— 
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a diſtinction allowed on all parts, if 


men vill lay by the humours of con- 
nac and contention. 
Firtt. the three Evangeliſts which 
mention this finne, doe abſolutely 
deny remithon to him that-eom- 
mits it. Saint Late faith plainely, 


= 14 ſhull not be for —— 
— 


haue for giuemeſſe, ery be guilty 7 of 
eternall dammation. Yea the vulgar 
Latine bath it, of an everlaſting finne. 
Samt Zatthew yer more vehement- 
ly, *it ſhalt not be forgiuen him, ei- 

ther un this world, or in the world to 
came. May I not here vie Saint Au. 
g#fines words in another cale,y 2d 


bur enidentius, quid apertius, PR 
griin? Wha: could be 
vttered more euident, more appa- 


rent, more vehement, then thete'? 
Icannor but wonder: that any inan 
inſt the cleare 
ght of ſuch an —— crutch or 
— his mouth to — 
ea, 


2 


Luk. 1 2. 10. 
« Mark, 3. 29. 


Aierni delilli 


o Mat. 13.32. 


þ Ang.Epi. 59. 


>a. 
Kt Þ 


em 
= 


——— 
Av 
8 | 


Ye, that any ſhould dare to aſſay 


cord, as when the holy Ghoſt ſaith, ; 
1 er wot be forginen 
foal: 65 . — 

roineneſſe , to 4. 
0 en hall hae forgi 


neither in this world, wor in the world 
to came, to lay preſumptuouſſy, yes, 


to come. If this be tollexable, what 
truth is there ſo certaine or ſavred, 
but it (hall be ſubiect to contradicti. 
on'? Let vs compare this place with 
another, though · much inferiour ia 
the vehemencie of negation.” It is 
aid in the ninth of Marłe, that ate 
fine of bell neuer goeth ont; and h. 
may not one hy the like expoſition 
lay; yes, it will goe aut, but yet 


for Dives, and other damned ſpirits; 
Anda good ſupporting of 'Origems 
| lata whodaltchachelifhnngs 


be 
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the breaking of ſuch a chreefold |. 


,toalirme;yes 2 


- 
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though hardly: And when be fairly, |. 


either / in this world or in the world 


bardly:, which were happy newei 
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be deitroyed.,.and all the damned 


after a certaine number of yeeres be 
ſaued. But indeede ſuch licentious 


the Lords words, in the ſecond and 
third of Geneſis, u ſhall ſurely die, 
jon ſhall not die at al. 
But Bellarmine would expound 
the ſpeaches ot the Euangeliſts by 
certaine places in Mathew and Jere. 
my. lnthe nineteenth of Mathew * our 
'| Sauiour ſaith, It & eafier for 4 Camell 
to goe through the eye of a needle, then 


for 4 rich man to enter into the king- 
dome of heauen. In which words faith | 


he, our Sauiour ſeemes plainely to 

; exclude rich men from ſaluation, 
yet he addes, that which is impoſſible 
to men, is poſſible to God." And in the 
thirteenth of Jeremie, hee ſaith, that 
the Iewes can no more be changed, 
then the blacke-Moore can change 
his skinne, or the Leopard his ſpots, 
and yet doth hee in many places at- 
L ter 


expo ſitions are viterly vnlawtull, 
and doe paralell Sathans deniall of 


Gen. 1. 17. 
Gen. 3. 4 


[De Pœnitent. 
416.36. 16. 


| t Mat. 19.44. 
26, 


v lex. 13.33. 


yz Mark.10 24. 
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ter that, exhorr and call them to re- 


pentance. 


Io theſe place J anſwere, firſt 
all, that they are not like; 


In gener 


for though in ſimilitudes and com- 


riſons, extenſiue ſpeeches are 


ometimes vſed, to note a difficultie | 


by an impoſhbility a yet in a ſimple 


negation it is not ſo. And further | Þ 
to the places in particular. Firſt, thoſe 


words in tHe nineteenth of Mathew 
may be taken for a direct and ſimple 
negatiue, being truely expounded ? 
for our Sauiour in the tenth of Saint 


Marte y, doth thus qualifie the ris | 


gour of them: 1: i hard for them 
that truſt in riches,to enter into heauen. 
So that a man may truely ſay, it is 
impoſſible for a man ſo beſotted with 
his riches and deuoted to his wealth, 
that he makes it the eſpeciall obiect 
ol his loue, the center of his hope, 
the fort of his confidence, to enter 
into the king dome of heaven. Second- 
ly, Idenie not, but, as it is poſſible, 
reſpecting 


— 


— _—_— 
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reſpecting the abſolute omnipoten- 
cy of Almighty God, to ſane ſuch a 
rich man; ſo is there no defect in 
God, for ſauing of him that ſinnes 
againſt the holy-Gholt : but the im- 
ſſibility ariſeth from the ſinner 
imſelfe. Let the bunch on the 
Camels backe be taken away, and 
he may goe into 1 at Hieru» 
ſalem, called the needles eye: let the 
gable rope be vntwiſted, and you 
may put it through the eye of a nee · 
dle: So let the rich man like Zacheus 
giue ſome part of his goods to the 
poore, and makereſtitution where he 
hath wronged, and he may come to 
heauen : And let him that hath blaſ- 
phemed repent and beleeue, and hee 
{hall ſurely be ſaued. 

Concerning the words in Jeremy, 
we muſt obſerue a rule of Scripture, 
which Saint Augiſline and Bellar- 
mine himſelfe obſerueth:Namely, 
that ſometimes thoſe things are ſpo- 
ken indefinitely of all, which pro- 

L 2 perly 


2 For ſo ſome 


taue the word. 
4; 
ſome, 

K aun Gs 


A 


a Bella m. 4. 
Ecele, mit ante, 
bb. 3. cap. 10. 


1 A«r,cold. 4 | 
cam Denat g. 20. 
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perly and directly doe belong to a 

rt b onely. It is written in the 
twelfth of Jahn, < Though he had done 
many miracles there, yet they belecued 
wet in him. Here a man would thinke, 
that none of the Iewes belecued in 
Chriſt; yet vet ſe 42. It is ſaid that 
many of the rulers belceued in lum. 
When our Sauiour at his paſhon | } 
prayeth thus, Father fargiue them for 
they know not what they dee. T his 
could not be ſpoken of euery indi- 
uiduall man, which hada hand in his 
execution, but onely of ſome ; for it 
is euident, that diuerſe of them moſt 
deſperately, euen againſt their con · 
Gencedid oppoſ: themſelues againſt 
Chriſt : and ſo might the Lord 
ſpeake indefinitely of the lewes, that 
— were like the black More euen 
altogether incorrigible, when as 
ſome of them, notwithſtandin 
were capable of Repentance = 
Pardon. Againe, if it were granted, 
that the Lord counted all the Iewes 
vnre- 


—_— 3 ah —_— | 
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— 


The Sinne 4gainft the boly di 


vnrecouerable, muſt it nec 

that his ſending to perſwade them to 
repentance, "doth therefore croſſe 
his cenſure ? W Ho knowes not that 
it is vſuall with God, to ſend his Pro- 
phets and Preachers, to call them to 


repentunce, of whom hee hath ſaid 


expreſly before, that they will not 
« repent, and yet he ſent to them that 
ſo they might be without excuſe} 
Secondly, as the Euangeliſts doe 
plainely mA the impoſhbility -of 
pardon for this finne : So doth 
Saint Paul in this Epiſtle vie many 
and waighty Arguments to con- 


firme the fame, which 1 will briefly, 


contract into one. 
He that cannot poſſibly be! 
renewed by Repentance. 
He that falls quite a way. 
He that cannot haue any 
benefit by Chtiſts ſacrifice. | 
He that dies without mercy. 
He that muſt certainly look 
for a fearefull iudgement. 


L3 


ag 4nfl the holy Ghoſt. 
Mur hee that ſinnes againſt the 
holy Ghoſt , cangot be renewed by 
Repentance, He fals quite away , bee 
cannot haue any by Chriſts ſacri. 
ice, be dies without mercy, hee muſt 
certainely looke tor a fearefull iudg- 
ment, and violent fire; therefore 
hee that ſinnes againſt the holy 
Ghoſt-, cannot be pardoned and 
laued. 

To theſe places Beilarmine and 


f the &hemiſts doe anſwere, that where- 


as the Apoſtle ſaith, hee cannot be 
renewed by Repentance, and there re- 
maines no more ſacrifice for finne, he is 
thus to be vnderſtood, hee cannot 
haue the benefit of a ſecond Bap- 
tiſme. To whom Ianſwere: Firſt, Bei- 
lar mine and the Rbemifts do without 
all warrant or reaſon.confound Bap- 


5 jg | riſme and Repentance, and the ſacri- 


fice of Chriſt ; And, if Baptiſme and 


Kepentance bee confounded, why 


[ ſhould not alſo the other doctrines 


l Fake 0 mentioned with the ſame ? So that 


Repen- 


ees. The ingen 
tanus a learned Papiſt is much to be 


| The Sinn —— 
the 


Repentance. Faith, Baptiſme 
reſurrection, and the laſt iu ent 
{hall be all one. But let theſe men 
who are ſo violent without any ar- 
guments, and fo confident vpon 
r — of two or 
place, let them conſider — 
of the ancient Fathers haue written, 
and what euen theſe haue affirmed 
concerning this ſinne in other pla- 
uitie of (Aria Mon- 


— 


commended, who ſaith moſt truely, 
that it is an extreame racking of the 
word Repentance, when it is here 
without cauſe transferred to another 
ſence. Againe. if it were granted that 
the Apoſtle in the ſixt to the He- 
brewes, denieth a ſecond Baptiſme 
when he ſpeakes of Repentance, be- 
cauſe they are mentioned toge 
in the ſame place, and haue ſome 
affinity and correſpondence : yet 
how doth it follow that in this 
L4 Chapter 


this | 


ther | 


Fi lohn. 5. 16. 
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ede 


Chapter he ſhould haue relation to 
Baprilme-?} When as the ſame is 


neither directly mentioned, nor by 


any necaſſary conſequent implied 
or intimated? Laſtly, ſuppoſe the 


Apaſtles words were ſo to be taken. 


as that lie ſhould therein denie ſe · 
cond Baptiſme to the: ſinner, doth 
not the ſame imply à deniall ot par- 
don? For why ſhould he deny them 
a fecond; Baptiſine, but to teach 
them, that the meanes and inſtru- 
mentall cauſes of Repentance and 
reconciliation being denied, the 
effect cannot be granted? Bur the 
truth is, as euery ſingle cyt may 
perceiue; that the Apoſtic bath in 
thoſe places vtterly excluded thoſe 
that Line againſt: che holy Ghoſt, 
both from the meanes; and fruit of 
tance. r 
'Thirdly, Saint John ſpeaking of 
this ſiunez cals it a ſinne vnto death; 
meaning ſuch a ſinne as yeelds death 
without remedy or recouery, as the 
" phraſe 


” 
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pbraſe being an Hebraiſme doth n 
cellarily import, and Chryſoftome | 
doth truely expound git- Yea Ub gi phy 
ſus Salmeron h, one. ob the Fa- | 49 Ye inlege | 
thers and founders of the Ieſuites, f, 
cals ita ſinne to death, quia ſuupte na- . 
tura, tendit ad mortem anime: becauſe b Alph.Saimer, |, 
| it dub naturally tend to the death of gl 
the ſoule. Againe, the Apoſtle for- 
bids vs to pray for ſuch à inner. | 
Now it prayer, which ſhould: be the 
meanes to worke Repentance in | ' 
men, and to procure remiſſion for | 
them at the hands of God, may not 
be afforded them, is there any hope «# 
that ſuch ſhou d be pardoned? To | 
this Bellarmine anſwers, that the As | 
poſtle doth not directly forbid vs to 
pray for ſuch, but onely doth not in- 
courage or perſwade vs, becauſe the 
ſuite is very hard to be obtained. 
And to him I reply, that firſt the 
deſperateneſſe of the diſeaſe being to 
death, may imply a reaſon of deny- 
ing the medicine of prayer to ob- 
taine 


1 


Lol AY — 


Yd. — — 


5 Mat.7.14. 


taine life / Secondly, the coherence 
of the words, wich the words prece- 


dent, doe euict. them to be a direct 
0 ibition. For whereas before hee 
taught, thut if we anke anything . 
| cording to Gods will, we /ball 2 


hepreſently addeth theſe words, asa 


Caveat, that wee pray not for him 


that finneth onto death, becaule that 


ſuch'a prayer is not according to |. 


Gods will. Thirdly, if Saint Jahn 
had noted onely a difficultie, not an 
impoſſibilitie of obtaining our de- 
fires, ſhould he not haue perſwaded 
vs to be the more earneſt and im- 


portunate in prayer, rather then to 


haue diſcouraged vs? When our 
Sauiour ſaich! that he way i narrow, 
and the gate u ftrait thut leadrth unte 
hie. would you not make him abſurd 
in ſaying, I ſay not that you ſball enter 
we :-or indiſcteet in diſcou- 
raging men, by den ving them hope 
of entrance? Doth he not better in 
perſwading vs, ffriue therefore car- 
neſtly 


3 


—— 
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iudiciouſly concerning both this 


ſerb outragions, or diuiliſß ſiune could 
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| peſly is enter into that ſtraight k gate: | KLuk 13.24, © | 


and ſo, it the matter had beene ſub- | 
ie to difficultie, and not to impol- | 


ſibilitie, doubtleſſe Saint Ichs would g. 
haue exhorted vs, enen to firme miyh- | 
tuly ! by prayers to God for the re- 41g. 


miſſion of that ſinne, as Saint Paul 
ſpeakes, Rem. 5. 30. Laſtly, that it 
isa direct prohibition, divers both 
ancient Fathers, and Papiſts alſo doe | 
directly auouch. As Tertullian a Au- 

guſtine, * Hierome, v Sixtus Quint us, 
q Ferus, Didacus dela Vega, and di- 
uers others. Yea, Catharina, in 
my iudgement, hath written very 


placeand the point in hand. Some 
(faith he) haue made thu place obſcure, 
ſuppoſing that ts be abſurd which in- 
deede hath no abſurduie in it (mea- 
ning that prayer ſhould be denyed 


to ſome kinde of ſinners.) But this 
comes ta paſſe by reaſon of à certaine 
old and vulgar opinion, namely, that uno 


- 


165 


cenie &. 


l auvecycort 


Rom I F-20. 
m Tertul de pu- 


n Aug ſer Dos | 
mim in Monte. 
bib x. 

o Hier. cited by 

. Lumberd, 

p Stu Quyin» 
tus erat. habit. in | 
confi flor. de mor- 


te, Hen 3 


| qF-rus.im 
1. [ob , 


r Didae de is | 
vega. in Pal. 6. 
ßpœuitent Con 5. 
and diuctt 
others, 

[ Catharin.in t. 


Epiſt,lob-cap 3. 
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be found, which of it ſclfe Was incxph 
"I | 


Thus having proved by the au. 
thoritic of ſacred Scriptures that 
this ſinne is Itremiſſible, and anſwe- | 
red ſuch obiections as haue bin 
made againſt my proofe, I might al- | 
ſo confirmg the fame by many tefti- | 
, monies of the ancient . Fathers, be- 


1. | fides thoſe which havealreadybeene || 


222 5 ; | tfuely,” privatinely, romeravily. Ne 


produced, bur I haſte to that point 

which I haue euer —2 and in 

- | the beginning promiſed and pro- 

_ | pounded, — the reconciling of 
diuerſity in opinion. 

It is a diſtinction of they Schoole» 

; | men; a ſinne may be called irremiſ 


ſible, three manner of wayes, EN 
0- 


| tinzly, which can no way be pard 

ned, as the ſinnes of the reprobate 
Angels. Priuatiuely, when the ſiune 
by congruence of merit deſerues to 
be puniſhed, though by congruity 
of Gods mercy ir may be p * 


—_ 
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Nt 


wr. 


of which nature is euery ordinary 


pardon and remiſſion, and ſuch is 
the ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt : 
For it doth directly re 
| the grace of God, as Be 


© 


Tie cine eng an. 


mortall ſinne. Contrarily,when the 
ſinne hath a diſpoſition contrary to 


and reiect 
we confeſs 
ſeth *. It hardneth the heart, ſo that 


x Direfl: refs 


theſe which commit this ſinne, are vſa- 
ally giuen ouer to a reprobate ſenſe and 


forſaken of God,as ludas was, ſo that | 


they cannot repent, as Anſelme y affir- 
meth, Yea it berdneth 4 mans heart 
lite a ftone, ſo that he cannot be helped 
by the prayers of the Church, as P. Lum- 
bord x reporteth. Bonawenture * cals 
it a ſinne to death, becauſe it taketh 
away thy diſpoſition of receiuing 
lite, which,confifleth in the imbracing 
of repentance. Yea, Vu be ftridtly ta- 
ken and confadered ( 2 hee) it — 
riueth men both of the power an 
2 — of repentance, ſo that there 
is left neither inclination nor habili- 
tie to repent. And therefore as 


— — 


Catharins s | 


Pet & repudict 
gratiam Dei. 
Bell. de paris, 
lib. 2. c. 17. 

y Ita qued now 
poſſpne parnitere. 


Poteſat em c- 
diſ poſi none 
parnitentia pri- 
4b. Id. queſt, 2 


e Dia. o& 


eg Card. in 


M. 11. 
fNunquande 
fatto remittitur, 
t 
rens Stella on 
Lei. 

g Now noget re" 


bi. 


lit atem [ed enen- 


tharinus d doth acknowledge this 
ſinne to be vn 


becomes abſolutely aud 
donable, And Gerſon d ſaith, that in 
this reſpect it can by 


blaſphemous Apoſtaſie, Diampſius 
plainely affirmeth e, and yeelds two 
reaſons for it. Yea Hugo Cardinalis 
giues eight reaſons of this impoſſi- 
bilitie ot pardon. Stela f and Janſe- 
mus 8 indcede, being willing to ſay 
as much as they can for the powet 
and poſſibilitie of pardof for this 
ſinne, are conſtrained to confeſſe, 
that a Tually, and indeedet is neuer ri. 
mitted, although there be ſome poſſibili- 
tie, that ifoday be: remitted. Alas that 
is a poore poſſibility thut i newer re- 
duced into a. Such poſſibilities are 
but idle Chimeraes, cuen ridiculous 


conceits. 
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pardonable, ſo doth | 
Sixtus Qvintas ©, and yeeldes the 
lame reaſon that others doe, ſaying; || 
Byreaſon of mens impenitency, this finne | 
fimply vn par- it 


no meanes be 
| remicred : Yea, that finall impeni · 
tency doth certainely cleaue to this 


; 


— 


—— 


indeede expreſſe it, with the rea- 
1 | fon and manner of it, and it is 


| 


| ro the vttermoſt extent oſ his migh- 


1 
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conceits. There is a ſimilitude vſed 
by diuers, yea by ſome who ſeeme 


to contradict the vnpardonableneſſe 
of this ſinne, which ſimilitude doth 


this. 

As the man which is ſicke, it he be 
in that caſe that he can neither tate. 
foode nor Phylicke, may rightly be 
(aid to be vncurable; ſo he that is 
infected with the ſickneſſe of this 
ſinne, being through his impeni- 


tencie vncapable of Gods mercy, | pwo& 


and Chriſts merits, may truely be 
ſaid ro be vnpardonable, The me- 
dicine and meanes of recouery is nei- 
ther weake nor wanting to him that 
hath grace to apply it; but he that 
wants this grace is wanting to him- 
ſelte. God doth not worke alwaics 


ty power, whereby he is able 1 ſub- 
due all things to himſ-lfe, but diftri- 
buteth, or denyeth to euery man ſo 

| as 


g Phil. 3. 21. 


| 


& Chryſin Gen. 
n is. 


| 


is ſaid, our Sauiour could not dor ma- 
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as ſeemes beſt to his diuine wiſdome; 
and workes (as it is in the Philoſo- 
phicall Axiome) according to the 
capacitie of the patient. making men 
deſirous of ſaluation where hee doth | 
t it, and capable of where 
doth impart it. In which ſenſe it 


las Countrimen, bo. 


| i no ſinne ſo great, that it can ouercome 


*cauſe of their onbeliefe. Marke 6. 5. 


ny workes 
is true, as Chryſoftome (airh,* there 


Gods mercy, if we repent and aſ ke par- 
dom in due time; but if a man haue no 
power to repent, then God hath no 
will to pardon. The Lords hand i 
not ſbortened, that he cannot belpe, but 
mans heart is hardened that he can - 
not repent, and this makes the ſinne 
vnpardonable; fo that the queſtion 
is not of Gods power and mans will, 
but of mans power and Gods will. 
There is no man that hach more 
iudiciouſly decided this controuer - 
fie then i Beda and ® Ludelphws, _ 
who 


— 


— 
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whoſe words, being conſonant to the | 
truth, and concluding what I haue at 
large deliuered, I will conclude: The 

ſpirit of blaſphemic ſhall not be forginen 
man, not becauſe remiſſion is denied him 
if be repent, but betauſe that ſuch a blaſ- 
phemer, through bis tuft deſert as he can 
nener obtaine remiſſiom, ſo can he wener 
come to repentance, And lo much tor | 

the ſearching of the wound. 


— | 


| 
The third part: | 


The binding ap the Wo vx p. 


II T remaineth now in the 
b chird and laſt place, that | 
binde vp che wound, with 
n Application, not with 
hope to cure it; which it! ſhould 
promiſe, I might be like thoſe La 

ers, who for their fees doe vndertake 
mens cauſes though they know 
them to bee vnconſcionable, and | 
M thoſe 


} | f 1 


E46 


1—— 
— —— 
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| choſe Phifitians and Surgeo 


ns, who 


| ents, whoſe ſores and ſickneſſe they 
know be incutable. I may ſay of this 
finne as Jeremie faith of Babylon. 
e Would baue cured Babylon, but 
ſhe could not be cured : forſake her, and 
let us gos euery one into his mne Coun- 
trey. This finne cannot poſſibly be 
cured, therefore let euery one in the 
feare of God haue care that he may 
auoide it. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaking of this 


ſinne to the Hebrewes, ſaith, » Con- 
fidemus de obs meliora delectiſimi; 
and ſo doe I ſay to you, beloued, 2 
hope better things of you all, and ſuch 
45 belong to ſaluation. For were your 
hearts poſſeſt with this ſinne, you 
could haue (mall delight in this ſa- 
cred aſſembly, and holy exerciſe. 
Now although there be no place of 
application for cure, yet is there ſor 


matter of confutation, of admoniti- 


on, & of conſolation. Of confutation 
againſt 


take in hand the cure of thoſe pati- 


—_— 
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mm. 


againſt errour, of admonition againſt 
ſecurity, ot coſolatio againſt deſpaire. 
For gol mercileſſe men the | ger 
Nouatians v are hereby confuted, — 
who held euery groſſe ſinne com- ringleader. | 
mitted by a Chriftian to be the ſinne — 
againſt the holy Ghoſt: and there | e. 
fore, how ſeriouſly penitent ſocuer #419 5 
aby one was after ſuch a ſinne 7/9: Tae 
(though of infirmitie) yet they ac» | 55. 
counted his repentance to be fruit- 
leſſe, and vncapable of the mercy 
ol God. 4 So that whereas diuers in | „ 
the primitiue Church fell into Ido» | 2. ; 
larriethrongh feare of moſt horrible 
cortures prepared for Chriſtians ; 
Albeit they did afterward excee- 
dingly bewaile their miſerable con- 
dition, yet would they not yeelde 
them the priuiledges of the Church, 
nor ioyne with them in the parti- 
tipatidn of the bleſſed Sacraments. 
. r Theſe were _ men which — 
through ſwelling pride did take to 7. U 
— roy ow of Puritanes. 1e kn 
X 2 2 e | 


—— _— 


Att 


—— — — ͤ— — 
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But the very matter of their doctrine 
(as Epiphaness truely ſaith ) doth 
proue them to be impure, 


rent of the ſacrediScriptures (which 
conuince all men of ſinne, and offer 
pardon to euery true penitent } 
doth vtterly condemne them. A- 


ingenious reproofe of that renow- 
med Emperour Conſtantine to Aceſe- 
a a Nouatian Biſhop is worthy of 
remembrance, When the good Em- 
perour did aske this proud Biſhop, 
why he did ſeperate himlelfe from 
the Communion of the faithful), his 
anſwere being, becauſe they had fal- 
— in the — tion why rages 
flautine replyed, * Erige tibi ſcalam 4- 
ceſs, & 4d calum ſolus «ſcende. Set 
thee vpa Ladder O Aceſius, where- 
by thou mayeſt clime to heauen a- 

lone. Juſtly raxing thereby his _ 


Againſt theſe men as diuers of 
the auncient Fathers have wricten | 
very ſubſtantially: So cuen the tor- | 


mongſt other things, that juſt and 


— 
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nion were true, no man could come 
to heauen, becauſe no man is free 
| from ſinne. Saint Angaſtine ſaith, 
| *ſomeobieted againſt him, That he 


hry God be ſo 
to a man vnfainedly 
ſinnes, and ſeruing God with an vp- 
right heart, Now — veniam pro- 
miltit ſed coronam, graunts not one- 
ly che remiſſion of ſinne, but the 
reward of a Crowne, as Cyprian 
x ſpeaketh : Why ſhould men be ſo 
 auftereand ſtrict, as to ſhut vp the 
bowels of compaſſion to the ſetious 
penitent ? 
Aud here by the way ( beloved ) 
let me giue you a caueat. Foraſmuch 
as thus ſinne doth depend vpon ſuch 
difhculr.circumſtances, the extraors 
| dinarie gift of diſcerning the ſpirits 
being ? aboliſhed , it is very bard 


, that 


M 3 with 


and true y ſhewing, thut if his opi- 


king his | - 


| 


u Ag. Han. 27, 


y 1 Cor. 12.10. 


— 


— — 


= T2. Cor. 11.3 F 
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without ſome rare-x inſpiration, to | 
diſcerne this ſinne in others, and 
very dangerous to charge an 

with the — Theretore, al 
though you ſee ſome ſinne very 
deſpetately, yer take heede, you 
ſteꝑ not haſtily into Gods throne, 
but rather erect a tribunall in your 
one hearts, and iudge your ſelues, 
as the Apolile exhorts, doe not vn- 
aduiſedly ſhoote forth the darts of 
your cenſures againſt others, nor 
vncharitably deny them the com- 
fort of your prayers. Caictan cha- 
ritableſpecch doth much affect me. 
Whereas Saint Jahn faith , , thou 
ſeit thy brother ſinne u ſinne to death, | 
1 ſay not that thun (toaldeft pray for 
him: Memini Bernar dum, Cc. I re- 
memberſaith he;that Bernard addes, 
& ſo non orcs, gemas tamen, euen 
when thou mayeſt not pray for him, 
yet maiſt thou ſigh for him. Fortefs 
gemitus taus er, Ju 0ratis non 


praſumit tendere · Happily thy ſighes 
me may 


— 


— 


— —„ — 
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may haue acceſſe, where thou dareft 
not ſend thy prayers. As for the No- 
uatians, onely the miſtaking -of di- 
uers places of Scripture miſled 
them, which being freed from their 
erroncous-expoſinon, doe nothing 
ſerue for the ſupporting of their 
mercileſſe hereſie. 6 
Secondly, here is matter of ad- 
monition. For, ſeeing this ſinne is 
ſo dreadfull, wee ſhould be very 
care full and fearefull, leſt we fall in» 
to the ſame. Though it were a wound 
like Alexanders, of which the hiſto- 
rian faith, curatis vulner is — ip- 
ſo roulnere? The caring of the wound 
wa more grieuoss, then the wound it 
ſelfe: yet if there were any hope of 
cure, it were ſome what — Tan 
when all the balme in Gilead cannot 
cure it, it is moſt lamentable. Iris a | 
point of wiſdome to preuent corpo- 
rall diſeaſes that are mortall, and it 
is much more neceſſary to preuent 
the ſpirituall. And as for the better 
M 4 preuen | 


| 


nm.. 
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of ſickneſſe, and 
nation of health, divers burtfull 
meates are to de lnunned, and cer- 
taine wholeſome meanes to be vſed: 
ſo for the preuenting of this mortall 
diſeaſe, and pefernng reſeruing the ſoule in 
ſpirituall health, diuers 
* are to be careful y auoided, and di- 
vers Chriſtanduriesro be cligntly 
practiſed. 

When you are tempted by 82. 
than or his — not, 
if he thruſt anyeuill temptations into 
| 4 your heads by conceit,asbe did in 
- | Marg, to the head of Chriſt fetus.: ler him | | 
* neuer put it into your hearts by 
Joh. 133. conſent, as he did into the heart of 
Chryſin M. Judas. What: madneſſe is it (faith 
4 | Chryſoftame)to'ehnertaine the temp- 
tations of the Dinell who ſeckes to 
; | tormencthee; rather thenithe:moti- 
4, 1 ons of Chrifts ſpirit,:/who deſires to 
4 ſaue thee ? To receaue a fword at 
| the hatids of a Theefe-to kill thee, 
and to reluſe a Diadem at the hands 
f 


2 


euill courſes 


—— —— — . — ä 
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of a King to crowne thee? Remem- 
ber that comfortable precept and 
promiſe, Reſiſt the Diuoll, and he will 
flie from thee. 

Take heede of the degrees of 
ſinne, for they are ; One 
ſinne drawes. on another, as one 
waue drives forward another; and 
as great waters ariſe of ſmall heads, 
which doe breake downe bankes, 
and carry them away; ſuch are the 
inundations of ſinne, when they 
breake out, and H. toucheth 
blond. It behooueth euery Chriſtian 
therefore to take heede of the begin- 
ning of ſinne, and to ſtop the courſe 
and current of the ſame, leſt that it 
becorming violent, caſt downe the 
banks of Gods threatnings,and car- 

him headlong to the ſinne of all 
es. Men doe not fall into dead- 
—— but by degrees; neither 
but by — 


they flip into — deadly ſinne, 
doe fall into 
it , as Theodoret doth manifeſt in 
Julian | 


«CC —— 


tulian the Emperour, who firſt bani- 
ſhed the feare of God , and ar laſt, 
| Pietate amnins ſpolicbatur, was vtterly 
bereft of Piety. 

. When a {inner gives way to his 
| owne; corruptions and Sathans 
temptations, hee becomes iike the I. 
in Danieli, whoſe head was 


his legs of iron, his ſeete of 


a mountaine without hands ſmote 
the image and brake it in peeces: So 
the iud nts of God, not created 


God, but cut out of the mountaine 
of mans tranſgreſſions, doth beate 
hie in peeces like a potters veſſell. 
For if our ſinnes doe increaſe, and 
eome one in the necke of another, 
like rhe meſſengers of Jab, our pu- 
niſhments muſt needes follow like 
the plagues of t Therefore 
Poe be to them ( ſaith the ——— 
— * a 


— 
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geld. his breſt of ſiluer, his belly of | 


clay; thus doth he waxe worle and | 
I worſexill at laſt as a {tone cut out of 


1 r wm — a—_ —Q «as «- = . 


in the beginning by the hand of |. 


bound, Hes caft into urter darkeneſſe, 


— — 
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that k draw miquity in the cords of vani- 
hand ſinne as with cart-ropes. Cordes 
are twiſted of many ſmall threds 
which ſeuerally haue very ſmall 
force, but vnited are very ſtrong : 
and ſo it commeth to paſſe, that the 
threds of ſmaller ſinnes being twiſt- 
ed by oft committing, and drawne 
out by long continuance, doe at laſt 
make this great gable of the ſinne a+ 
gainſt the holy-Ghoſt,, wherewich 
the ſinners hands and feete being 


where is — — 12 * and wee- 
ing and gnaſbing of teeth. 
EY Be — to auoide the leaſt 
ſinne, leſt the ſame be an introducti- 
on to greater. For as the Philifims 
came vpon Sampſen and overcame 
him, by divers inſinuatians; firſt 
bound his hands, then platted his 
hayre, andat laſt ſnaued off his locks: 
So doe linne and Sathan winde 
themſelues in by diuers inferiour 


temptations, ſtill proceeding and 


. 


I Mat,a4 113. 
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augmenting the ſame till the locks 
of grace — ſhaued off. As it is 

id of Ninus Vidtores , N [6 
quentis victoria cauſa fuit, euery vi- 
ctory was the means — another con- 

. : So euery ſmaller ſuggeſtion 
| — becomes an inſtrument of 

a temptation. Had king Da- 

wa at the firſt beene perſwaded to 

| murder Vriah hee would haue faid, 

what murder Zriab, my loyall ſub- 


bid, not for the one halfe of my 
{ kin e. Yer after that hee had 
ſinned wich Barhſbeba, adultry made 
way to cruelty. Sinnes are ſike the 
ſores of the body, which at firſt are 
, bur vitious humours, then tumours, 
after that impoſtumate, and at laſt 
| become vncurable. So the ſores of 
ſinne waxe greater and greater, till 
they breede and bring 
death. And therefore Bernard doth 
very fitly call ſinne mworbem anime, 
and mortem anime, The ſoules — 
neſſe 


Merten paris 
inowrielem. 
Chyyſin Pſal. G. 
Bers, de aduant, 
Ser.6. Et in 
Can. Serm. f 5. 


1 
* 


iect, my faithfull ſeruant? God for- 


eternall 


— 


, 


td 


i. 


Ao. 


and more till hee hath battered the 


alas who can alwaies ſtand) let him 


— — 


n 
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nefle; and the ſoules death. Thus as | 
robbers put ſome little villaine into 
the houſe which ſets open the dores | 
to all the theeues: And as warri- 
ors by a ſmaller breach doe get into 
the beſieged City, and then doe rob, 
and kill, and burne, and vtterly ſpoile 


ic 3 So doth the diuell get entrance 


and aduantage of men by ſome 
ſmaller ſinne, and preuaileth more 


foundation of their faith; diſpoyled 
them of the rich ornamentso 
and become euen Lord ot the 
Soule. 

It at any time you be caſt downe | 
by the temptations of the diuell (as 


nat keepe you downe. Thar is good 
counſel! of our Sauiour, © Remember 
whence thow art fallen, repent and 4. 
mend. The prodigall childe is fer 
forth a patterne to this purpoſe, who 
v ſaid (ind did what he ſaid) that hee 


would riſe and goe to his father, con- 


—— 


*#Rewa. 4. 


Luke 15. 
Ver. 18.21. 


lle 


| feſſe his ſinnes and crave pardon for 
lamenta, unde corr uit per uana delecta. 


wentsq, ſaith Saint Auſtin. Let a 


man returne by daily lamentations, 
to that from whence hee is fallen 

vaine delectations. Repentance is 
the onely ſtay that holds vs from fal- 
ling into hell. Repent therefore and 
proportion your Repentance accor- 
ding to your ſinnes, like Maxaſſes, 
who hauing cauſed the ſtreetes of 
Jeruſalem to flow with blood, made 
the priſon in Babylon to runne with 
teares. * Alto vulnere diligens medi- 
cina non defit (ſaith Cyprian,) a deepe 
wound muſt haue a diligent cure. 


ſelte by true and vnfayned Repen - 
tance, leſt his ſlippes ot infirmity be- 
come the fall of Apoſtaſie. | 

Take heede of back(liding, reci- 
duation in linne is no leſſe dange- 
rous thena relapſe in ſickneſſe. The 
bone oft broken will hardly be ſet; 


The 


——— — 


the ſame. Redeat homo per quotidiana 


- 9 


Thus let euery ſinner rayſe vp him- 


— the boly Ghoſt. | 
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The tree thats oft tranſplanted will 


ſcarcely proſper. Hath Chriſt walh- 


ed ſ thee in his blood? Cured thee 


I with his ſtripes, and healed thee 


with his wounds ? hath he paid thy 
debts, cancelled the bond vpon the 
croſſe, and ſer thee vp being a bank- 
rupt in grace? Returne not with the 
{wine to wallow in thy filthy finnes, 
let not the diuell wound thee againe 
by freſh bleeding iniquities, runne 
not into debt hy new tranſgreſſions, 
Vea ſinne no more leſt a worle thing 
n v to thee. 

Thus all ſinnes are carefully to 

be auoided, yet ſome are more eſpe· 


cially to be {ſhunned as hauing a ſpice 


of this dangerous diſeaſe, the ſinne 


againſt the holy Ghoſt, and ſome 


duties likewiſe are more eſpecially to 
be practiſed as meanes and mithri- 


dates againſt chat wotull euill. As 
many I will obſerue ſome in 


mongſt 
boch kindes. 
It is dangerous to ſinne againſt 
know - 


Reuel. 1-6. 
Eſa.S 3.5. 


Col.. 1 3. 


7 loh. 5.14. 


—— — 


|__| 


| 


| 


| 


| | againſt the motions of Gods bleſſed 


be 


. 


knowledge, and more dangerous yet 
to ſinne againſt the checks of con · 
| ſcience, but moſt dangerous to ſinne 


ſpirit. le is dangerous madneſſe ſor 
the pilot to ſhut his eyes agaioſt the 
ſtarres that ſhould aide him: And 
ſuch is the caſe of all thoſe, who — 
full — out the light of know. 
4 not the checks of con 
ence. The Lord tels Iſrael in the fs 
cond of Hoſea, 1 will top chy way with 
thornes, and ſo doth hee ſer the ſtings 
of conſcience to ſtay the (inner, if it 
ble, from his wicked courſes, 
and fearefull is the neglect thereof. 
For he that not the cry of 
his ſinnes to his conſcience, ſhall ſure» 
ly haue them crying 8 — a- 
42 him for vengea 
Tate heede of — 
ig bleſſed word of 
y the Goſpell of Peace. _ 
men ſhall be — with the word, as 
| it 


1 
— 


2 F TF F 
1 
” 


| 


| threwd ſigne that the ſame is no 
pardon ot theirs, but rather their in- 


= 
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it reproues their corruptions; it is 
with them as our Sauigur ſaith They 

hate the lipbt becauſe their worte are 
tui: and it argues their deformities, 
that chey cunnot abide to looke into 
the glaſſe = which diſcouers them. 
When men doe thus diſeſteeme and 
ſhunne the Goſpell of Chriſt; it is a 


direment. There are ſume who have 


farce three ſentences. of Scrip- | 
ture, yet of thole they haue no 
further vie, but to apply them 
propbanely in the midit of theit 


vaine exerciſes. Let ſuch take beede: | 


We ſay it is not ſafe to make ſport 
with edge tooles; but I am ſure it is 


dangerous to ieſt with Gods ſacred | 


ordmanceyr * 
Oppoſe not your ſelues againſt 
A wel of grace, that is eminent 
in any of Gods feruants, or made e- 
uident to your Conſciences by the 
word or workes' of God. This was 


— * Ing 


757 


5 oh. 3.1 9. 10. 


lum. l. z. 


— 
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1 


| 


1 Heb. 10.39. 


b Eph 6.16, 


the fearefull ſinne of many of the 
lewes, who though they beheld the 


| oppoſe themſelues againſt him, char 
— em in a blaſphemous manner, 


and milde? Martyr Saint Ste 

takes vp ſo roundly , calling them 
ſtiffe necked, of | 
hearts. | 


wavering in your holy profeſhon, 
as ſome doe : which withdraw them- 
| ſelues to perdition. The Apoſtle here 
| warnes vs that ve calt not away 
our confidence; and reaſon , for by 
it Þ wee quench the fiery 
the Dinel. We ſhould not be like Des 
moſthenes, who in the middeſt of the 


battell caſt away his buckler inſcri- 


bed with golden letters © «ya Thyy, 
that is, good fortune: But rather 
imitate 


diuine power {hining in the words 
and workes of Chriſt; yet did they 


to caſt out Diuels by the belpe of 
| Belzebub the prince of Diuels. And 
| ſuch were thoſe whom the bleſſed 


Take heede of inconſtancy and 


daris of 
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vncircumciſed 


- 


| 


Inn 
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imitate that worthy Thebane E 
mivondas , who being ready to ex- 
pire in bis tent, enquired whether 
| the enemy had got his target which 
| fell from him in receiving of a dead- 
ly wound: But it being preſerued | . 
and preſented to him, Vela laberuw m. 5. 7. 
ſuorum glorieg, ſocuum ofculatus eff : 
| | Hee kiſt it as cue aſſociate in his la- 
bours, and the companion of his ho- 
nours. Some ſend away Religion for 
a time, thinking to take ir vp againe 
attheir pagers, but ſuch oft times 


1 


prouę like Vaahs Rauen, they houer | 
and flutter vp and downe, but hard- | 
ly. returne into the Arke of the 
Church, There have beene divers 
malecontents amongſt vs, who haue | 
had their excut ſions, and reuolted to 
popery, but let thoſe who are wan- 
dring returne with ſpeede to the bo- | 
ſome of their mother, bo hath not Nef 
tft. the bowels, of compaſiunn, except ue mee 
they haue lolt all ſence of grace. Let — . 
thaſe that are returned be ſeriouſly ö 
N 2 hum- 


4 
cap. 11. , 


—— 


ed 
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ttimbled for this their reuolt, as for 
a fearefull ſinne, and bleſſe God for 
their conuer ſion, as for a great mer- 
cy. And let euery one take heede of 
inconſtancy in his holy profeſſion, 
leſt he become like Erebolius, who as 
Socrates faith chunged with 
Emperor. ke the weather cock with 
euery winde; and as he beganne ſo 
hee liued and died an vnconſtant 
man. If therefore your cogitations 
be neuer ſo little declining, ſtop the 
courſe of them whilſt you haue 
meanes to recouet᷑ your ſelues, and 
mate ſuch a league with Religion as 
Elixeus made with Elias; As the 


Lord lineth, and us thy Soul . 1 


will not leaue ther. 
Take heede of 
ſinnes; For who woul 
take deadly pt n, though hee had 
the beſt mi e in the world ? II 
4 Chriſtian ſhall be fodder 
by Sathan, before hee can 
thinke himfelfe of the nature br dan · 
ger 


Bog pry au — — 


. 


* 
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ger ofthe finne,das Dauid was, when 
he was inſnared with the beauty of 
Bathſheba , hee is to be pittied: But 
when a man ſhall immediately upon 
the temptation runne to the mercy 
ol Code, abuſe his patience, and ſay 
preſumptuouſly within himſelfe, like 
bim in the Plalme Tub, Iſball neuer 
be caſt downe. Tuſh,God hath forgotten, 
he hideth away hu fage and will neuer 
ſee. it, his caſe is very dangerous. 
Therefore did the Prophet Dania 
pray fo earneſtlys, Lord keepe thy ſer- 
| uant from preſumptuous ſinnes, leſt they 
| get the dominion aner me, ſo ſball I be 
innocent from the great offence. Surely 
| beloued, he that auoy deth linnes of 
; preſumption ſhall neuer fall into 
this haynous ſinne of Apoſtaſie. 
Efpecially take heede of Malice 
| and hatred. Malice againſt. men is 
| dangerous, but if it bend it ſelſe a+ 


gainſt che God of heauen, bis ſer- 
uants ox his ſac red truth ĩt is damna- 
| | ble and odious, for it is peccatum Dia- 


N 3 bolicum, 


| 
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th 
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being grafted in yon ® & «ble to ſave 
your Soales. Whatſoeuer you learne 


bolicum, the Diuels proper & eſpeci- 
all inne. I cannot er compare a 
man in this caſe, then to mount - 

na, which hath the fire boyling and 
batting within it, and breakes forth 
ſometimes ſuddenly 
flames: For ſo when the fire of this 
malice ſhall boyle and burne in the 


heart of a man, it will quickly breake |' 


forch into the flames of blaſphemy, 
as it appeareth in the practiſe of the 
malicious lewes. 

Honour che word of God, eſpe- 
cially the Goſpell of Chrift, bas the 
word of life, ' as the power of God to 


ſalaatron. Eſteeme it and reioyce in 
it, as the wiſe men did in the ſtarre 


which led them ro Chriſt , k hen 
they ſaw the ftarre they reicyerd with an 
exceening great ivy, When you heare 
or reade 1 it, doe it with all reverence, 


and receive it as | the word of God, 
which worketh in them that bel:eae,and 


forth 


mm. 


into furious 


| forth of the word, if it be a knowne 
truth, doe not wilfully reie& it, but 
willingly imbrace it, though it croſſe 
your profits or your p neuer 
ſo much. If wee be weake yet in no | 
'\ caſe let vs be wilfull. | 
What good leſſons ſoeuer you | 
learne, be carefull ro put them in | | 
——— God lookes that euery ta- 
lent ſhould be employed to his glo- 
ry. Therefore let not your know- 
| ledge ſwimme idly in your braines, | 
like the heanens in their bare reuo- 
lutions, much leſſe in their malevo- 
lent coniunctions, but (ee that it be 
fruitfull in your liues, like the hea- 
uens in their ſweet influences. I haue 
read of a Pyrat who taking a veſlell l | 
that was for Douer, and falling to 
rifle her, happened vpon a Bible, | 
which when hee opened to ſee what 
booke it was, he light ſuddenly v p- 
on that precept, Thos ſbalt nat ſteale, 
whereupon his heart was ſtriken 
with remorſe : But one ot his com- 


Ns pan 
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pany taking notice ot the accident, 
ſaid in a deiperate manner, W bere- 
fore came we to fea then? and ſo caſt 
the Bible ouer the bord. This was a 
fearefull parting out the light of 
knowledge, and neglect ot an extra- 
ordinary admonitĩon, which the af» 
fender didexceedinglybewaile at his 
dearth #'- + 
Looketo the incericie of your 
hearts; for the hearr is the fountaine, 
and therefore it is neceflary that it 
be kept pure and vncorrupted . Sick- 
neſſe ſcazeth ealily and dangerouſly 
vpon corrupt bodies, but thoſe 
which by ſobrietie and temperance 


are kept ſound, cannot be ſo quick- 


ly intected. As Aion writes of So- 
crates, who retained his bealth when 
the Athenians were euery man ſicke. 


So bypocriſie lets in this ſinne rea- 


dily, but ſinceritie keepes it out as 
carefully. The Apoſtle therefore 
— fitly in the third to the 


not | 


gi 


Hebrewes, 7. ake heede that there be | 


— 
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not in y0u an cuill and faithful heart 
to depart from the living God. And in 
the tweltch to the Hebrewes he ex- 
horts; Make ſtraight fleps toyour feet, 
leaſt that which i halting be tur ned out 
of the way: ſhewing that a falſe heart 
voide of ſincerity drawes away from 
God, and halting hypocriſie leads 
vs out of the way of lite. Therefore 
whatſoeuer we profeſſe, let it be in 
ſinceritie; for commonly where re- 
ligion begins in hypocriſie, it ends 
in apoſtaſie. | 

Cherilh the feare of God: An au- 
full and humble ſpirit is a ſingular 
bleſſing. Saint Cyprian ſaith well, 
Timor innocentiæ * is 4 good 
keeper of innocencie. And Salomon | 
faith, The feare of the Lord is 4 wel- 


bring of bf e, the ſnares of 
death. 


This deadly ſinne cannot 


haue acceſſe to that heart, where the 


feare of God reſideth. For as the 


vaines that haue narrow paſlages, 
doe hardly receiue poiſon · So where 


Heb. 3.12. 


Cyprien, Eiſt. 2. 


Prou. 14. 17. | 


the | 
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ages of your ſonles are 


| the maieſtie of God, you can neuer 


| 
's 


| ſpirit of God by fe 


be infe&ed with the poiſon of this 
which is euer acco 
* ghty pride. T 


ay with bee. Bl 21 


areth alwayes, 
ant re heart ſal fall _ 


— carefull to entertaine the mo · 
tions of Gods bleſſed ſpirit: For how 
can you with hope and comfort 
knockeat the doore of mercy, if you 
will nor heare the ſpirit of Ged 
knocking at the doore of your 
hearts? What true 5 can your 
hearts haue, when _— the 

ing 


and whac know you; if you ſend 
him away, whether he will euer re- 
turne to you againe? 

When yon haue entertained the 


carefull ro cheriſh them. Behold how 


Our 


1 


im away? | 


good motions of Gods ſpirit , be 


EI 
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our Sauiour rowſerh vp the Church 
of Sardis in the third of the Rexelatt- 
om: Be awake and rengthen the things 
which remaine, that are ready ts dye. 
The Lord cannorabide any loſſe in 
theſe rich lewels: And therctore 
Saint Paul exhorts, quench not the 
ſpiru; as the holy fire which came 
trom heauen was carefully preſer- 
ued in the Temple: So muſt you 
(ce that in your ſoules, the temples 
of the holy Ghoff, his heauenly gra- 
ces be carefully cheriſhed. Vea the 
Lord lookes for an improuement of 


| his graces, according to the Apo- 


tles exhortation; Grem in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Zord and 
Saniour Ic ſus Chriſt. 
Laſtly, ger the ſpirit of prayer 
and ſupplication, which is the ſpe- 
ciall part of che Apoſtles compleat 
armour. kk — — my 
againſt the aſſaults z yea it 
is (aith Chry/ofowe) the life and fi- 
newes of our ſoules. Prayer is an 


eſpeciall | 


ä 


197 


—— 


Reuel. 3. 2. 


1 Theſ 5.19. 


2 Per, 3.1 8, 


hty fortrefle | cy, 


| 


+4 {ſubject to a thou land VIcers at 


The Sinne ag inſt the holy Ghoſt. 
elpeciall meanes to inlighten the vn- 
derſtanding with — and 
to water the heart with grace. Es- 
ſebins ſhewes that the Chriſtians by 
Prayer obtained, fulmen aduer ſus he- 
flis, tmbrem ad refocillandum exerci- 
tam: lightning againſt the enemie, 
and raine to retreth the armie. So be 
carefull daily and duely to pawer | | 
forth your prayers to God, and you 
{hall be fortihed againſt this and 
other ſinnes; you ſhall be furniſhed 
with graceand eſtabliſhed with che 
Lords tree ſpirit for euer. 

3. Here is matter of conſolation 
for euery penitent heart; becauſe 
Repentance is a moſt certaine ſuper- 
ſedeas, and euidence of freedome 
from this fearefull ſinne, which if 
you haue obtained, though you 
have: wounded {pirus., as Salam 
| e ſpeakes ; though your ſoules were 


: 


ome. * ſaith, yet may I ſay of; your : 
nes as out Sauiour (aid of La- 
. TMs 
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the childe of God may not fall, but 
into this hee cannot. As the Lord 


| 
' 
; 


| 
' 


| 


þ 


ras ficknefſe,s they ore wht amo death. | ©, Toba 11. 


For if they were, your hearts would 
be like the Anuile in beating backe 
the hammer of repentance. Onely 
this ſinne doth diſtinguiſh berweene 
the ſinnes of the elect and the repro- 
bare: There is no other into which 


faid to Alimelech, x 7 kept thee that 
thow ſhouldeſt not ſinue: So may J 
lay traely, The Lord keepes all tris 
ſeruants that they cannot fall into 
this ſinne. Their ſpiriruall baitding 
may by divers temptations be ſore 
ſhaken and battered, but the -ſamie | 
can neuer be vtterly\demoli{tied;be- | 
cauſe they haue laid their foundati- 
on pon the vrnoueable rocke: Are 
thereany here that would gladly be 
aſſured in theit ſoules / chat they are 
free from this fine (us I'know'by 


o 


ample experiences, tliat tender hearts | 
are n ed entdtratnds troubleſome | 


ces) heatken rherrviito me, und | 
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ill gig you in a few words a mak | 
a. direction for aſſu | 
tance. Examine + ues, and 
ſearch your hearts, if you haue faith 
ta heleeue Gods promiſes, R 
tance to bewaile your ſinnes, jak | 
your ſelues you are free, you are 
farre from the committing of this 
inne againſt the holy Gholt, The 
force ot faith our Sauiour ſhewes in 
the fift of John, with a double aſſe- 
ueration for confirmation thereof. 
i Ferily, verily 1 ſay vnto you, He that 
beareth my word, and belecucih in him 
that ſent me, hath excrlefting bfe, and 
Hal not come into condemnation. k He 
that gets the fort of faith (hall be ſafe, 
as Saint Aaguſtme ſaith; Sathan 
t him, he can neuer ſub- 
due him. The woman with the 
— iſſue may be a — 
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rather then the tongue. But what 
laid ſhe? If 1 may but touch, a 
weake action, the hemme of his gar- 
ment, the remoteſt part, with a trem- 
bling hand, a feeble apprehenlion, 
| yer ſaies hee, If I may doe this I 
ſhall be whale. So be you aſſured, 
that if you can lay hold vpon Chriſt 
leſus, with the hand of a true faith, 
though it be feeble, vertue ſhall come 
forth of his wounds to cure the 
wounds of your ſaules, and the 
bloudy iflue of your ſinnes. When 


adumbe ſpirit, whom the Diſciples 


| thus, 1f thow canſt doe auy thing, helpe 
vt, and haue compaſſion v vi. 10 
whom our Sauour anſwered, / 
| 1houcanſt belcene, al things are poſſuble 


ſaich the poore 
man haue belieſa in Chriſt , then 


the man in the Golpell brought | 
vnto Chriſt his ſonne poſſeſſed with | 


could not caſt out, he beſonght him 


ö is lum that beleeweth. A chou cant ; 
| man; nay, if thou 
| canſt ſaich aur bleſſed Saniour. It the 


- Chriſt | 


| 


| 


| 


: 


| 
| 
| 


your inheritance. The 
ſpouſe ſaith come, and let him that hea- 
teth ſay come, and let hum that is 4 thirſt | 
| come, and let whoſocuer will tale of tht 
' water of life n freely. Behold here 1s 
that Aqua celeftis, that wholoeyer 
taſteth ot, hee {hall neuer thirſt any 
more; here is that aqua. vit, which | 
' wholocuer takes and drinke he ſhall 
neuer ſee death, Tea thosgh 

end, 101 fball it reſtore bam to v life. 


Thertore I may ſay to euery Chriſti» 
an beleeuer as our — to the 
woman oſ Canaan, a0 


Warns a 
e neo ths aviches define 


Chriſt tiath reliefe for the man, and 
fo may I ſay to you, beloved y It 
you haue grace to belecue, then haue 
you not ſo ſinned againſt grace aud 
mercie, but that the Lord hath plen- 
titull redemption for you in ſtore. 
Chriſt Ieſus himſelte cals you, the 
Church exhorts you, the ſpirit of 
God invites you, to take the pardon | 
for your ſinnes and the pawne of 
[pirit and the 


the 


be ' were 


But | 
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| the Lord will not deſpiſe ; It is H 


But for as much as divers delude 
themſelues with a vaine conceit of 
that Faith they haue not, and others 
are diſmaide becauſe they doubt of 
their Faith which ſometimes they 
feele not, therfore I muſt further ex- 
hort every one of you to trie your 
hearts and examine your liues con- 
cerning your repeatance. For that 
gracious promile ſhall euer be found 
yea and Amen. That hee: which 1 
ſoundly and ſeriouſly penitent, ſo that 
he turne away from his euill waies , bee | 
[hall not die but live. * Yea for the aſ- 
ſurance of this, you haue the Lords 
oath, f As 1 live ſaith the Lord, I de- 
light not in the death of a ſinner. 

© The ſacrifices of God are 4 trou- 
bled ſpirit,a broken and acontrite heart, 


: 


not a ſacrifice, but ſacrifices, becauſe | 
it is inſtar ommium, in ſtead of all, as 
Tremelins truely fairh: Which when- | 
ſoeuer we offer vp, the Lord ſmels | 
a ſauour of mercie and compaſſion, 

O as | 
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as he ſmelled a ſauour of reſt in the 
lacrifice. of =» Noah. O bring then 
this ſacrifice to the Lords ſacred 
Altar, and behold you (hall alwaies 
finde the doore of his mercie open 
to receiue you, and the armes of his 
compaſſion ſtretched out to imbrace 

ou, as the prodigall childe found at 

is returne, of whom Saint An. 
broſe ſaith, filius timet connitium, pater 
edornat conuigium. The ſonne tcared 
ſome ſharpe reprooſe, but the fas 
ther prepared a dainty banquet. 
When Nathan reproued David for 
his & ſinnes, it is ſaid that Dawids 
heart did ſcourge him: A fit Meta- 


phor to cxpreſle the nature of Re- 


pentance, which is flagellum pecgati, 
euen the ſcourge of ſinne, which is 
flagellam anime, the ſcourge of the 


{mite you, and are your Soules trou- 


bled tor your ſinnes ? bee not dif 


maide : For as the Angel) troubled 
the Poole of Betheſda, tor the curing 
of 


— 


Soule. Doe your hearts ſmart and | 


tit 
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of the diſeaſed : So Gods bleſſed ſpi- 
rit of compunction hath beene with 
you and troubled your ſoules for 
your cure and conſolation. To con- | 
_ | clude therefore, if all that I haue 
now ſpoken bath — in you an 
| indignation and diſlike of your 
ſclues,and a deteſtation and loathing 
of your ſinnes, wich an earneſt and 
a reſolute purpoſe to banich and a- 
| | | | bandonthem: Then dare I be bold 
' to pronounce that you are free from | 
this ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
[ yea,the God of heauen hath thereby | 
ſealed you a pardon for all your 9 
*| | | ſinnes; Though they were as crimſon, 
they ſhall be made white as (now, 
though they were red as Skarlet, they 
ſhall be as white as Wooll, W hich mer- | 
| cie that we may obtaine, let vs bum- 
ble our ſelues in Prayer. 
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Let vs pray. 


Lord aur God,who art able to pre» 

ſerue vs blameleſſe,and to preſent 

vn faultleſſe before thy glory with wy, 
enen for thy tender mercies ſake defend 
n from this dreadfull finne of Apo. 
ftajie. Keepe ws by thy power that we 
fall not, reſtore vs by thy mercy when 
| we are fallen, preſerue vs by thy grace 
f that we neuer finally fall. away. O tet 
| not the gates of thy mercy be ſhut —- 
vs: neyther ſuffer the gates of hell to 
preuaile againſt vs : But grant good 
Lord, that albeit our fraile nature can- 
vat obtaine an abſolute freedome from 
fiunes of tnfirmity yet we may neuer ſet 
aur ſelues againſt heauen, or finne with | | 
a bigh hand. Renew 4 right ſpirit with- | | 
in vs, that we may bewaile aur 
Take not thy holy ſpirit from vs, that || 
we'may reforme our lines : Eftablifh us 
wuh thy free ſpirit, that we may be cn. 
firmed | 
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A Prayer. 


Ann ti truth. That being effeFu- 
ally ſanitified in the king dome _ 
we may be eternally bleſſed in the king- 
dome of glor y, through the merites and 
meatation of Ieſus C 1ſt, our alone and 
all-ſuffucrent Saviour , to whom 
thee and the holy Ghoſt, three perſons 
aud one eternal God let all prayſe, pow | 

er and dominion be aſcribed by all 
thy ſernants, both men and 
Angels thu day and for 
ener Amen. 
AMEN, 


FINIS. 


